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Knowing HOMEF

We are an ecological think tank and advocacy organisation
registered in Nigeria. Nigeria is our base but Africa is our focus.
HOMETF is set up to bridge the yawning gap between
policy/decisions made by governments and the actual needs at
the grassroots. HOMEF recognises that policies are often top
down and actions based on such can distort the possibilities of
meeting actual needs.

HOMEF works to fill the gap in environmental advocacy in which
grassroots voices are overlooked. We recognise that the global
crises have systemic roots and the current paradigm of
development and growth based on competition will lead to the
critical destruction of biodiversity and continued destructive
extraction of natural resources as well as dependency on risky
technologies.
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Homef Advisory Board

1. Chris Allan (USA) - Environmental health campaigner and
philanthropy activist, USA

2. Siziwe Khanyile (South Africa) - Environmental justice
campaigner.

3. George Awudi (Ghana) - Climate justice campaigner - Chair of the
Board and Campaigner with Friends of the Earth Ghana

4. Evelyn Bassey (Nigeria) - Environmental campaigner, HOMEF

5. Esperanza Martinez (Ecuador) - Environmental justice/Political
ecologist, AccionEcologica, Ecuador

6. Nnimmo Bassey (Nigeria) - Environmental justice advocate,
Director, HOMEF

7. Pablo Solon (Bolivia) - Climate justice campaigner, diplomat and
movement builder- Executive Director, Focus on the Global South,
Thailand

8. Liz Hosken (UK) - Mother Earth rights advocate, Executive
Director of the Gaia Foundation

o Lim Li Ching (Malaysia) - Agro-ecologist and rights advocate
works with Third World Network

10.  Akinbode Oluwafemi (Nigeria) - Environmental Rights Advocate



HOMEF Annual Report 2014

STAFF

Nnimmo Bassey
Director

O Dotun-Davids
Administration

Cadmus Atake
Project Assistant

Oluwafunmilayo Oyatogun
Communications Officer

Shehu Akowe
Abuja Liaison Officer

Zaid Shopeju
Multi-media and publications

Daramfon Bassey
Research Assistant

Volunteers
Mariann Orovwuje
Hunger & Biosafety

Ruth Iziduh
Research




HOME Note from the

DIRECTOR

R he year 2014 was quite memorable year for us at HOMEE The exciting fronts
were the Sustainability Academies and our engagement with communities. In

the second year of our life as an organisation we enjoyed broad support and

\ acceptance on many fronts starting from the communities we work with to the
5 -, groups and networks we collaborate with.

Our outreach remained strong through our publications and through our
ST Sustainability Academies and fieldwork. Our magazine, the Eco-Instigator reached a
¢ wider audience and had important contributions from key environmental justice
" activists as well as academics. We are proud to say that we published 4 editions in
2014. At one of the s@ssions of our Sustainability Academy within the year the books
Silence Would bgglireason and Claim No Easy Victories were publicly presented.

HOMEEF is i nsely grateful to our corps of staff and volunteers for all the
contributions made for a successful year. We are also grateful to foundations that
ave reposed such confidence in us and continued to support our work financially
and otherwise.

We pledge to keep generating
and sharing knowledge in the quest for ecological justice.

Until victory!

Nnimmo Bassey
Director
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HOMEF
FELLOWS

Over the span of two years
HOMEF had the pleasure of
having four distinguished
Instigators (facilitators) at
our HOMEF Sustainability
Academies (HSA). Our
Instigators automatically
become Sustainability
Academy Fellows.

Our Fellows are available to
respond to issues pertaining
to their areas of expertise
whenever the need for such
help arises. They generally
provide a strong backstop
for our pursuits in
knowledge generation and
dissemination.

Here is the roll call:

HSA Fellow #01

Pablo Solon Romero

Plurinational State of Bolivia to the United Nations
from February 2009 to July 2011. He is the son of the
famous Bolivian moralist Walter Solon Romero Gonzeles.

Pablo Solon Romero served as Ambassador of the

He is now the Executive Director of the NGO Focus on the
Global South.

Before becoming Ambassador to the United Nations, Pablo
Solon Romero worked as an activist for many years with
different social organizations, indigenous movements,
workers' unions, student associations, human rights and
cultural organizations in Bolivia.
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As Ambassador to the UN, Solon
spearheaded successful resolutions on the
Human Right to Water, International
Mother Earth Day, Harmony with Nature,
and the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

He was very active in climate change
negotiations under the UNFCCC, and
helped organize the World People's
Conference on Climate Change in
Cochabamba, Boliviain2010.

Global Exchange named Pablo Solon the
2011 international Human Rights Award
winner.
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HSA Fellow #02

b N ”il
;u
Monika Griefahn

onika Griefahn, a sociologist from Germany, was
afounding member of Greenpeace Germany and
co-director from 1980 to 1983. From 1984 to
1990 Griefahn worked as the first female member on the
international board of Greenpeace and was responsible
for founding new offices and for skill-sharing around the

world - for example in the former Soviet Union and Latin
America.

During and after her time as Minister for the environment
in the German State of Lower Saxony (1990 - 1998) she
dedicated her work to initiate a new energy policy: for

11



renewable energies an
products and production in a healthy a
also focused on nature conservation and an ecolo

From 1998 to 2009 she served as member of the German Parliament.
she focused on issues in the area of culture and media as well as
international cultural exchange and education. After that, she dedicated her
time to sustainability consultancy and founded the institute for media,
environment and culture to support organizations and companies in their
efforts to turn their ecological footprint into positive or at least improve. In
May 2012 she became director for the environment and society with the
cruise line AIDA Cruises.

Asvoluntary commitment Monika Griefahn serves among others as co-chair
of the Right Livelihood Award Foundation (“Alternative Nobel Price”). For
28 years she has been serving as member on that board and is also a long
time jury member.

She became our second Fellow after delivering the inaugural Right
Livelihood Lecture at the RLC campus at University of Port Harcourt in
November2013.

Noble Wadzah became our third Fellow at the Sustainability Academy held
alongside the inaugural Right Livelihood Lecture at the RLC campus at
University of Port Harcourt in November 2013. our inaugural session in
August2013.
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HSA Fellow #03

Noble Wadzah

oble Wadzah is along-term activist

who worked in Friends of the

Earth Ghana for several years.
While at FoE Ghana his work centred on
biological diversity issues - including
campaigning against agricultural
genetically engineered organisms.

He also campaigned on dirty energy,
corporate accountability and climate
change. He is a pan Africanist with strong
conviction that Africa will only rise in the
true sense of the word with concerted
mobilisation and informed action of the
masses.

Wadzah currently leads Oilwatch Ghana
and serves on the global and continental
steering committees of Oilwatch
International. With Oilwatch, Noble works
to uncover the connection between oil and
gas extraction and environmental justice
abuses.

In Ghana Oilwatch, he is particularly keen to expose the
negative impacts fossil fuels extraction have on local
employment opportunities and livelihoods.

Noble Wadzah became our third Fellow at the
Sustainability Academy held alongside the inaugural
Right Livelihood Lecture at the RLC campus at University
of Port Harcourtin November 2013. our inaugural session
in August2013.
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HSA Fellow #04

Firoze Manji

session. He founded Fahamu Press and served as the founding editor

of Pambazuka News. After leaving Fahamu and Pambazuka he
founded Daraja and worked with the Council for the Development of Social
Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA). Pambazuka Press and Fahamu
Books blazed the trail in publishing key works on the contemporary socio-
political situation of Africa and generally encouraged scholarship and
popular discourse on the weekly electronic newsletter, Pambazuka News.
One of the books published by the Pambazuka Press, African Awakenings:
The Emerging Revolutions, inspired the focus of this Sustainability
Academy. Two books published by Codesria and Daraja press in 2013 are
Silence Would be Treason - The Last Writings of Ken Saro-Wiwa and
Claim No Easy Victories - Essays on the Legacy of Amilcar Cabral that he
co-edited.

I VYiroze Manji was the instigator at our 3rd Sustainability Academy

Firoze is Kenyan and holds a PhD dental surgery. He has worked extensively
on developmental matters in Africa and has served as Africa director for
Amnesty International as well as being a former CEO of the Aga Khan
Foundationin the UK. He currently works with ThoughWorks.

14
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Understanding the Ecological and
Political Turmoil
in Africa

he concluding stop of the three —cities Sustainability Academy #03 was held at Makoko,

Lagos. Earlier the train had been to Abuja and Bori-Ogoni (20th -23rd May 2014). The

session in Abuja reviewed the challenge of violence in Nigeria as well as the diverse
uprisings across the continent. In Bori-Ogoni the focus contextualized the ecological assault
that the area has suffered. In Makoko the session hinged on the challenge of climate change as
a major violence against vulnerable communities.




Makoko Claims No Easy Victories
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However, beyond their voices and cries observers are able to see the stumps that poke abov
waters of the Lagoon in silent testimony to brutal assaults and fires that seek to demd
dislocate or erase the community.

Makoko is a community loaded with lessons that we can only deny to our peril. Makoko
laboratory of life. It is a community of possibilities. Makoko gives hope. It also raises challer
This is why we have chosen to assembly for our dialogue in this structure. In this seri
HOMEF's Sustainability Academy, we are interrogating the evident conflicts and tu
manifesting across the world. We have looked at armed insurgency, economic violence
ecological assaults. We will continue with this at this final lap. Two additional dimensions
will be those conflicts generated by, and expected from, global warming and those generate
forces of disaster capitalism.

Makoko as a community sitting on water is prone to the impacts of sea level rise that cou
triggered by intense rains or by global warming. Flooding is a challenge to Lagos, any day an
state pays a lot of attention to building resilience and also mitigating the impacts. Ho
Makoko teases the sea by sitting on it.
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HOMEF... The Ecological Think Tank

teach the lesson that our architecture must support our ways of life and be in sync with the
rhythms of nature.

7. The Nigerian and Lagos State governments should commit to upgrade the Makoko
communities and provide support for the communities including by providing adequate
health, educational and other services. The community should also be protected from
property and financial speculators as well as from other disaster capitalists.

Our Instigator was Firoze Manji, director of the Pan African Institute Of ThoughtWorks, has done
deep work on the issue and he lead us in the sessions. He facilitated (and co-edited) the
publication of Claim No Easy Victories - The Legacy of Amilcar Cabral as well as Silence Would Be
Treason- The Last Writings of Ken Saro-Wiwa. He was with us at our sessions at Abuja and at Bori
in Ogoni. Makoko affirmed that there are no easy victories. We must all act in solidarity. We are

here tolearn of your struggles and to extend that needed solidarity. 91
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Ogoni Women and the Memories of Hope
The birth of Ogoni Women Ecological Defenders (OWED)

Reportby Cadmus Atake, Zaid Shopeju and Oluwafunmilayo Oyatogun

Before the sun rose in the Ogoni sky, veterans of epic ecological struggles were already
making their way to Bori, to the historic Finimale Sauna conference hall at the headquarters
of Khana LGA. This hall lays claim to the MOSOP addresses by the Late Ken Saro-Wiwa in the
early 1990s. The hall was packed full with women, young and old, who knew the critical role
they play in the ecological struggle. We also could not help notice the men who hung around
the windows and doors, hoping to be a part of the action. The occasion was the workshop
titled Memories and Hope: Ogoni Women as Ecological Defenders organized by the Health of
Mother Earth Foundation (HOMEF) on the 6th and 7th of August, 2014. The program was co-
organized by the Federal Ministry of Environment (FMoE) and supported by the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

It is commonly said that what a man can do, a woman can do better, but in the case of Ogoni
the women seem to have been relegated to the back burner for too long. Ogoniland has
become the poster child for environmental problems in Nigeria, especially as a result of
unscrupulous extraction activities of multinational corporations.
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So, even though the women of Ogoni were well aware of the problems surrounding them, the
workshop provided them with an opportunity to actively articulate the best paths to be taken if
their land is to recover from years of ecological attacks. In fact, with the women as the focus of the
workshop, we were not surprised to see plays, poems and other artistic renditions that helped
lighten the ambience of the heavy despoliation of Ogoni environment and the much ignored UNEP
report of 2011. There was also an abundance of passion and determination, qualities that have
characterized the Ogoni people over the years.

The much welcomed United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP) reportin 2011 on the state
of the environment of Ogoniland brought a glimmer of hope to the indigenes as the detailed
document spelled out clearly what was required for the government and oil polluters to do to
recover the best of Ogoni. Unfortunately, three years later, the federal government has failed to
respond to the recommendations of the report. The “keep off” posts erected by the Hydrocarbon
Pollution Restoration Project (HYPREP) are the only visible signs of an acknowledgement of the
report. The oil companies who have done major damage to the areas have successfully driven the
people away from their livelihoods and the “keep off” signs only seal the exile the residents have
been forced into.

| HSComrade Celestine Akpobari opened his
A remarks with his trademark saying that “to destroy
a people, one only needs to destroy their
environment.”

| Hedecried the rate of devastation in Ogoniland and
the seeming indifference of the government to the
plight of the Ogoni people. Comrade Akpobari gave
a sneak peek into old Ogoni, recalling his days as a
vibrant child on the farm with his mother and the
abundant harvests from the fertile, unpolluted
Ogonisoils.

25



Following his lead, the Federal Ministry of Environment representative, Esther Okon, gave
her remarks and thanked the women for their courage in taking part in the Ogoni struggle.
Renowned Nollywood actress, Hilda Dokubo, expressed her feelings of insecurity about the
poverty and destruction ravaging Ogoniland. “Insecurity encourages social vices and women
must rise up against the causes of these insecurities”, she said. The Director of HOMEE
Nnimmo Bassey, encouraged the participants to continue in the struggle for justice. He
assured participants that they could count on the full support of HOMEF in their efforts to see
the cleaning up and restoration of Ogoniland.

Following the opening words from the speakers, Mrs Constance Meju and Emem Okon
anchored an interactive session leading the women down memory lane. It was a lively; if sad,
session listening to the women relive what Ogoni used to be prior to the devastation by oil
extraction.

Once the women settled in, they were not short of words. One prominent voice during the
workshop was 82-year old Comrade Che Ibegwura who spoke eloquently on the place of
networking in ecological defense. As he began to speak, everyone else fell silent, his poignant
words reverberating through the hall: “Environment is life and we must connect with people
of similar interests to defend the environment. This is networking. ” He went on with the
grace and wisdom that comes from his life experience, to stress that “oil companies never
came to Ogoniland to develop it, they came in search of capital and with that came
destruction”, to which thorough networking is the only counter-force. According to Comrade
Che, “if companies have joint ventures, citizens must also join forces because pollution does
not respect ethnic boundaries.” Not surprisingly, Comrade Che was able to drive home his
point using apt proverbs as he recounted the memories of Ogoni while she still flourished,
emphasizing that “an animal does not know how to help another animal's baby” and
therefore we are responsible for the defence of our ecology:.
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“The things that have dimmed our hope are deep and complex”, he said, “and memories are
vital - memories of the good Ol' Ogoni as well as memories of those who died in the struggle.
Networking brought me here and once we achieve a common goal, we can decide what to do
with ourownland.”

Other women had questions and contributions, some of which brought tears, others laughter
and others a lesson or two. One woman, Mrs Grace Namo, brought awareness to an often
ignored sector of the Ogoni economy - pottery. She said, “in the past we made clay pots as
there was abundant clay to produce them. Today, we cannot produce clay pots because our
soil is so heavily polluted. Our pottery industry is dead.” This bears witness to the extent of oil
pollution and its far-reaching impact beyond riverine industries. Neewa Dugbon from Bane
Khana L.G.A joked that “everyone in Ogoniland is sick, suffering from one disease or the other
except the Ebola virus disease”, making reference to the current epidemic in the sub-region.
While this broughta few laughs, it struck the audience with the stark reality of the effects of oil
inthe region.

On the second day, more emphasis was placed on the content of the UNEP Report published in
2011. It is a pity that such a comprehensive report reached the government and Shell and
made no impact. Whatever impact may have been made is comparable to water running off a
duck's back. Apart from the cosmetic “keep off” signs mentioned earlier, the UNEP report
seems to be a forgotten story. Comrade Celestine Akpobari was able to communicate in-depth
the expectation of the UNEP towards Shell and the government in Ogoniland.

After his words, Nnimmo Bassey encouraged the people to protect their resources keeping in
mind that their livelihoods depend on having a safe environment. Speaking on the topic Re-
source Democracy, Bassey stressed the fact that what we call natural resources are actually
nature's resources and should be treated as gifts from nature and not as objects to be
plundered.
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According to him, the people must have the primary say about what happens in their environment
including who extracts what, for what purpose and for whose benefit. He suggested that the UNEP

Report should be published in local languages so that the people can further understand its
contents and demand implementation.
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On individual developments, Constance Meju and Hilda Dokubo shared with the women on the
importance of exercises for their daily upkeep. More topics discussed included “Networking for
Ecological Defense” by Comrade Che Ibegwura, “Impact of Pollution on the Elderly” by
Constance Meju and “Impact of Pollution on Women” by Legborsi Saro Pyagbara, the MOSOP
president. It is also striking how invested the women participants were in their current
situation as was evident in the nature of their questions and the eagerness to share experiences
and to learn more. One of the most inspiring aspects of the workshop was the field visit to Goi
community - one of the most oil-damaged communities in Ogoni.

The community welcomed the participants warmly, gladly volunteering information about
their lifestyle, history and ongoing challenges. Chief Mene Tomii lamented the contamination of
Goi Creek, stating that “only 30 percent of our livelihoods are land-based, the other 70 percent
depends on this creek.” Chief MB Dooh and Madam Bia Dooh Koda - all from the Goi community
-reinforced their commitment to continue to pursue environmental justice in their homeland.

After two days of consultations, paper presentations, drama, poetry and songs, the women
resolved and demanded the following:

1. The immediate and full implementation of UNEP Report including the scrapping of
HYPREP, establishment of an Ogoni Environment Restoration Authority, Ogoni
Environment Restoration Fund as well as a Centre of Excellence for environmental
monitoring and remediation.

29



HOMEF Annual Report 2014

2. Immediate provision of safe drinking water to all impacted communities.

3. Immediate commencement of cleanup of the Ogoni environment as well as other
polluted areas in the Niger Delta.

4. Halting of all oil exploration, further contamination and compensation for inflicted
harm.
5. Creation of employment opportunities and establishment of a specialist health

institution in Ogoniland to address the health impacts of the pollution in the land.

6. The creation of a network of Ogoni Women Ecological Defenders (OWED) to
network with other community based organizations in Nigeria and monitor
environmental justice in Ogoniland. OWED will also monitor and regularly review
actions taken with regard to the UNEP recommendations for the restoration of the
Ogoni environment.

You can leave Ogoni physically, but the agony of the ecological devastation there can never
be forgotten. Participants noted that 2015 will mark the 20th anniversary of the murder of
Ken Saro-Wiwa and other Ogoni patriots. They all agreed that it would be a case of criminal
neglectifthe fourth anniversary of the UNEP report arrives in that landmark year without a
serious startup of the cleaning up of the " environment.

A o
L ¥ T [ e




HOMEF Annual Report 2014

CLIMATE OF

CONFLICT

Fromthe RIGHTS LIVELIHOOD COLLEGE CAMPUS

Nnimmo Bassey led a workshop on A Climate of Conflict with Post Graduate students at the
University of Port Harcourton 27 November 2014

Hereis an excerpt from how Fidelis Allen, the coordinator of the RLC Campus saw the event:

Climate of Conflict was the title of Nnimmo Bassey's lecture on November 26, 2014, inside the old
Social Science hall for graduate students. He wrote To Cook a Continent, Destructive Extraction
and Climate Crisis in Africa. He is a Swedish Rights Livelihood Foundation Alternative Nobel
Prize recipient. [had invited him to speak to my graduate students in Environmentand Conflict
at the University of Port Harcourt's Centre for Ethnic and Conflict Studies, where I currently
serve as Assistant Director. Bringing Bassey was not a mistake. It would be the second time
since signing a memorandum of understanding between his organization, Health of Mother
Earth Foundation and the Rights livelihood Foundation (RLF) and the University of Port
Harcourt. Since signing the memorandum of understanding, the Faculty of Social Sciences of the
university hasbeenone of five Rights Livelihood Colleges (RLC) in the world. The main idea is
to promote debate on sustainable development.

The university community in Nigeria seems to have left the debate on climate change to a rather
sluggish Nigerian environmental civil society, indisposed political class and uncritical
policymakers. Sluggish in the sense, civil society organizations are as guilty as the university
community, for failing to adequately respond to the problem of climate change. Many such
organizations sit on the fence. As for the university community, scholars seem uninterested in
critical engagement with the false solutions. They seem distances away from analyses that
supporta climate justice perspective.
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Real Solutions

hese levels of conflict around the problem of climate change reflect a fundamental

flaw with the solutions pursued. At the national level, for example, in the case of

Nigeria, a national policy framework based on proper analyses and consultation
with relevant stakeholders is lacking. When such consultations are made, they are usually
shabby and devoid of informed critical analyses. Beside a poorly articulated response by the
federal government on the basis of global market approach, is the issue of lack of capacity
for analyses.

This is where the university community and civil society are expected to play a crucial role.
Again, there is the problem of failure to detect the ideological goal of marketization and
commodification of pollution. As earlier noted, solutions to the climate crisis require a
paradigm shift in energy systems. But world leaders are not willing to make this shift. They
have rather continued to denounce and undermine it.

The deception and hypocrisy following it is at once a factor responsible for the increasing
rate of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. The biggest threat to the climate is capitalism.
Whether in the US, Japan, UK, Brazil, South Africa, Nigeria or China, the story is the same.
National and global policy leaders are not fatigued when it comes to rejecting or
undermining the arguments of the global climate justice movement.

Conclusion

Climate change conflict manifests at differentlevels, including the initial point of diagnoses,
discourses-- solutions, impact--- as well as knowledge generation. In each of these levels,
the lesson is, market strategies are conflict-ridden. This credential servesalesson for the
world to quickly move away to an approach that considers the interest of nature and
humanity a priority. This requires urgent attention: reduce greenhouse gas emissions to a
level below 2 Degrees Celsius. The catastrophic consequences of failure to achieve this
need, need notbe repeated here. [t requires new coalitions with the university community
in the developing world playing a critical role in analyses.
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HOMEF on the Move

In 2014 we participated in the following
National events and activities:

1. Pan Niger Delta Conference, 27-28
January 2014 at Port Harcourt. This
conference was central to the formulation of
the Niger Delta position with regard to the
National political conference proposed by
the government. Qur Director was one of the
speakers at the one-day conference where
he canvassed our positions regarding
destructive extractive activities and the
need for the enthronement of Re-Source
Democracy by which the rights of humans
and other species on Earth are respected.

2. We conducted a Pollution tour of
Makoko (Lagos), Ikarama (Bayelsa),
Rumuekpe, Goi and Bodo (Rivers) with Jay
Naidoo, a trade union activists and former
cabinet minister in the administration of
late President Mandela. Also on the trip was
Larry Umunna of GAIN. This tour took place
9-12 February 2014 and provided great
moments of solidarity with the visited
communities.

3. HOMEF Director, Nnimmo Bassey

was of the delegates to the Nigerian
National Conference 17 March - August
2014. He served in the Environment
Committee and through this our areas of
ecological concern were vigorously
pursued. It was as a contribution to the
National Conference that we elaborated on
the concept of Re-Source Democracy and
published and circulated a booklet with the
same title. This concept was accepted by the
conference and is part of CONFAB outcome
that will one day be key to resolving highly
volatile resource issues in the country:.

4., As part of our networking we
participated in a workshop on Niger Delta
environment organized by NACGOND at
Ogoni, 12 April 2014

5. Biodiversity Action Plan /UNDP -
Engaged in the Community Biodiversity
Action Plan team with focus on four states of
Nigeria: Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Delta and
Rivers.
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UNFCCC (COP20), Lima 4-12 5. Oilwatch International -

December 2014. We engaged in activities www.oilwatch.org
including The Alternatives to Power
conference, Rights of Nature Tribunal and 6. No REDD in Africa Network
workshops of the No REDD in Africa (NRAN) - www.no-redd-africa.org
Network

7. Daraja - A Pan African space set to

rally the global majority towards a

HOMEF plays roles in the following path of radical social
influential global networks and transformation and power.
organisations

8. /The Rules - www.therules.org

1. Yes to Life No to Mining - The
website for this network was
launched on 13 November 2014 - PUBLICATIONS
www.yestolifenotomining.org
We published 4 editions of our Eco-

2. International Social Science Council Instigator in the year. We also published
(Iscc) two booklets: To MINT an Illusion and Re-
Source Democracy.
3. The SParc - A Floating Knowledge
Archive for the Survival of People
and Planet - www.thesparc.net Within the year, To Cook A Continent was
translated into two languages, Portuguese
4. Climate Space - and Finnish.
https://climatespace2013.wordpr
ess.com
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HOMEEF In Social Media

HOMEF remained active on social media with presence on Facebook, Twitter, Vimeo, Flickr
and YouTube.

In the year 2014 under review the Health of Mother Earth Foundation's social media
engagement on both Facebook and twitter reached over 1, 000, 000 and over 213,000
timeline impressions. Our Facebook fans base increased from 356 people at the beginning of
2014 to 521 people as of 18th December 2014. We have 54% of our likers being men and
46% women. While most of HOMEF's fans are mostly from Nigeria there is a reasonable fans
base from over 44 countries globally.
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From the Inside:
Rear views of 2014

Eco-Instigator publication waxing strong, we also published 'Not on Our

Plates, 'Re-Source Democracy' and "To MINT an Illusion'. As I reflect on the
year, | am amazed by how much the HOMEF team was able to put together so many
publications and programs all rooted in solidarity and protection of our collective
dignity.

r I Yhe Year 2014 went more quickly than anyone thought it would. With our

[t was also a boost to our morale when our Director, Nnimmo Bassey, received
important recognition for his persistent advocacy for human and environmental
rights. From receiving honours as Member of the Order of the Federal Republic
(MFR) from the Nigerian Presidency to his induction as a Fellow of the Nigerian
Institute of Architects. We celebrate with him on his awards. This is inspiration to
continue in our pursuit for justice as little droplets of water make a mighty ocean.
Indeed, 2014 was a good year.

[look forward to the Year 2015, the Year of the Soil. On Nigerian turfs, we expect a
politically eventful year with the upcoming elections. But we know that this is an
opportunity to project our voices against environmental and social injustices. It
will be a year to loudly reject attempts to introduce GMOs into Nigeria. [ look
forward to the challenges and milestones that the New Year will offer.
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Cadmus
Atake-Enade

s the saying goes, ""experience is the best teacher." We learn each day. To me, 2014 was a
year of great experiences that willlinger in my memory for the rest of my life.

In the wake of the year 2014 [ had my first boat ride to the fragile coastal community of Makoko',
a community located on the lips of the Lagos Lagoon where we had our first sustainability
Academy (Home School) for the year in May 2014. Makoko was our last stop after we had two
earlier sessions in Abuja and in Bori - Ogoni, Rivers State. [ will never forget the trip to Makoko
community. During the trip to the community [ had an amazing time but was a bit scared when I
heard we were to get to the venue by canoe.

Although the trip was scary, | enjoyed every part of it. I particularly recall an incident we had
with some hooligans who demanded entry fee from us into the community just because we had
a foreigner in our company. As they rocked our boat my thoughts ran wild and I silently prayed
thatthey would not push us overboard. Itwas atruly scary experience.

On Arrival at the famous Makoko Floating School, venue for the academy I could not but wonder
at the design and construction of the structure. The magnificent floating school is a structure
our Director describes as a resilient structure which can adapt to climate changes and should be
replicated across various coastal Communities of Nigeria.
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In this session the lead instigator Firoze Manji, spoke on the theme Turmoil in Africa. After the
session itbecame clear to me that Climate change issues and the struggles for access to resources
are major causes of the crises and uprisings experienced in Africa and around the world.

Another important experience for me was at our meeting with women at Bori Ogoniland, Rivers
State  in August 2014. The workshop had the theme: Memories and Hope- Ogoni Women as
Ecological Defenders. My heart broke when the women shared stories of the pains and struggles
they go through daily to eke a living for themselves and their families as the only sources of their
livelihood (farming and fishing) have been taken away from them by pollution from oil spills.
Their stories got me thinking intensely about the ill treatment and the level of irresponsibility
displayed by multinational companies operating in the Niger Deltaregion.

Aslsee whatweachievedin 2014, [look forward to 2015 with high expectations.
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Shehu Akowe

earning every day is essential for anyone that desires to contribute meaningfully to

ecological justice in our nation and beyond. I learned a lot through reading postings on our

HOMEEF Internal lists and from so many social media items concerning Climate justice and
the rights of Mother Earth.

Working as an Aide to our Director at the National Conference from March-June, 2014 ignited
the zeal in me the more and showed me that struggles for the safety of Mother Earth should
never be compromised. F

I cannotforgetthe day I set outto share our Re-Source Democracy publication to the Delega
the National Conference. Security men at the entrance were on red alert and pointed
atme as I arrived with a huge bag (Ghana must go) containing the publication.

Some members of the Conference refused to accept copies of the book for one reas
other including that the concept might mean taking their remaining share of National!
them. Others happily collected copies for themselves and for their friends. Hundrec
were shared thatday.

May, 20th 2014, the Abuja HOMEF Sustainability Academy (HOME SCHOOL) was an
educative experience for me.

The year 2014 confirmed to me that the fight for environmental justice must be intensifi
victoryis secured.
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The workshop drew women from various Ogoni communities as well as government agencies,
the media and other community people.l have never seen such a large turnout of women, young
and old, coming together to speak on matters that affect their communities. The resource
persons did their best to make participants understand the UNEP report and the implication of
the inaction of our government after 3 years of its release. It also developed competence and the
ability to focus on specific resource problems through bottom up interrogation of the UNEP
report, as well as the concept of ' Re-Source Democracy'. I for one was learning about “Re-Source
Democracy” concept for the first time.

Resource persons also took us through environmental monitoring guidelines and knowledge of
the pollutants in the environment. I wenthome very inspired.

GIZ Country Concept Start up Stakeholders Workshop: Irepresented the Director of HOMEF at
this workshop. HOMEF was invited after one of the conveners of the meeting checked their
webpage and found out that they work on the issues around food and GMOs and have done
considerable work on it. Good to note that HOMEF webpage is a source of reference. HOMEF's
was among the NGOs they consulted with to help them take a decision on the projects and areas of
focus. Itwas agood space for sharing and brainstorming.
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HEALTH OF MOTHER EARTH FOUNDATION
Annual Reports and Accounts

For the Year Ended 31st December 2014
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY
NOTE Unrestricted Temporarily Permanently
Restricted Restricted Total
N N N N

Changes in unrestricted net assets
Contributions & Grant Income 8 19,562,320.20 _ _ 19562,320.20
Other Income 6 _ _ _ _
Investment Income _ _ _ _
Net assets released from restrictions:
Satisfaction of program restrictions _ _ _ _
Satisfaction of Equipment restrictions _ _ _ _
Expiration of time restriction _ _ _ _
Total Revenues, Gains and other Support 19,562,320.20 - - 19,562,320.20
Expenses and Losses
Sustainability Academy 9 6,852,497.00
Memories of Hope 10 7,121,387.00
Biosafety 11 2,478,100.00
Management & General Admin. Expenses 12 1,059,196.21
BREAD Project 13 653,500.00

1816468021
Change in Net Assets 1,397,639.99
Net Assets at the beginning of the year 727,882.00
Net assets at end of the year _ 212552199
I
BREAD represents Building Rural Ecological Action & Defence.
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EXPENSES AND LOSSES
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