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Covid pandemic,” to borrow from
Roger Harrabin, environment
analyst.

NDUKA OTIONO
Member Editorial Board
and Associate Professor,
Carleton University,
Canada.

This issue of Eco-Instigator is
coming at a time when we are
witnessing the paradox of hope
and despair in the world. Hope
in the capacity of the various
vaccines against Covid-19
helping humanity to overcome
the tragic pandemic that has
infected over 176 million people
and killed more than 3.8 million
people worldwide. Despair that
despite the hope raised by the
vaccine roll-out, the idea of
“vaccine imperialism” which
dominated discussions at the
recent G7 meeting in the U.K.
implies that the poorest
countries in the developing world
may be left behind. Despair also
that the hope for a more
concerted global effort to defend
the health of mother earth may
remain a dream deferred.
What with the disappointing
outcome of the G7 meeting as
generally acknowledged by
environmental rights activists
who saw the summit as “a op
because it failed to secure the
cash previously promised for
poor nations to cope with a
heating climate on top of the
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In this issue, various contributors
refocus attention on the
environmental health and justice
challenge, and the need to
sustain the campaign for the
renewal of our earth. Together,
the articles and reports
underscore the signicance of
the G7 countries meeting their
climate pledge that includes the
$100bn a year in climate nance
to poorer countries by 2020.
Nnimmo Bassey's sobering
poetic piece, “Dialogue in the Oil
Field,” for instance, highlights
the deafening impact of noise
pollution instigated by the
activities of Shell and other
corporations in the Niger Delta.
There are nearly a dozen other
articles and reports in this issue
around three
subthemes—agroecology and
food system; biosafety in Nigeria;
and environmental degradation
in relation to the sheries in the
Niger Delta mangroves. These
subthemes constitute the focus
of three different initiatives by
HOMEF in the rst half of this
year presented in this issue.
On Wednesday 17 March 2021,
a HOMEF delegation visited
Opuama Community and held a
meeting with the Elders following
a terrifying oil spill which
occurred on 14 March 2021.
The community, made up of
about forty-two villages, is in
Warri North Local Government
Area of Delta State.
We present a special eld report
on the sad ordeal of the Opuama
community which was host to
Shell for over 35 years before
Nigerian Petroleum Development

Company Ltd and Elcrest
Exploration and Production
Nigeria Ltd took over oil and gas
operation in the community. The
report outlines how the oil spills
from the oil companies operating
in the community are putting the
lives of the inhabitants in danger,
while disrupting their natural
ecosystems and halting their
vibrant economic activities. The
report also outlines the
community's demands and
HOMEF's recommendations.
HOMEF held two “Stilt Roots
Community Dialogues” at the
waterfront of Kono and Bundu
communities, Rivers State, on
21 and 23 April 2021
respectively. The program
afforded the people a platform to
explore how to protect and
preserve their mangroves, shes
and aquatic organisms from
further degradation.
Other highlights of this issue
include “Conversations with
Thomas Sankara- Lessons from
Our Heroes Past,” the report of
our Conversation Series begun in
the previous issue. We also
feature an interview of Nnimmo
Bassey by Mohammed Shosanya
titled “Why FG Should Stop
Issuing More Oil Licenses.” The
interview examines burning
issues in the oil and gas sector
as well as the Petroleum Industry
Bill (PIB) that was subjected to
public hearing recently by the
National Assembly.
Enjoy this loaded issue and
remember to drop us a line or
share your stories, articles,
photos or poems at
editor@homef.org We always
look forward to hearing from you.

CONVERSATIONS WITH
THOMAS SANKARA
Lessons from Our Heroes Past

T

Health of Mother Earth
Foundation (HOMEF), in the
rst series of its
Conversations for 2021,
organised in collaboration
with ATALC (Amigos de la
Tierra América Latina y
Caribe/Friends of the Earth
[FoE] Latin America and the
Caribbean), on 26 February,
had a discourse on the life of
Thomas Sankara.
The guest discussant for the
series was Isaac Asume
Osuoka, the coordinator of
Social Action International.
Karin Nansen, Chair, Friends
of the Earth International
(FoEI) and Danilo Urrea,
Coordinator, ATALC, also
featured in the conversation.
The event was streamed live
on Facebook.
In the opening segment,
Karin Nansen expressed
optimism that the topic of
that edition of Conversations
would motivate the peoples
of Africa, Latin America and
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he lives and
experiences of past and
fallen phenomenal
African leaders hold
relevance not just for the
sake of history but for current
struggles.

the Caribbean in reclaiming
their collective history. “The
struggles for emancipation
led by leaders like Thomas
Sankara and others across
the three continents form the
collective history that ties the
peoples together,” she said.
According to her, the
conversation would enable
Latin Americans to learn from
the struggles of Africa.
Nnimmo Bassey, HOMEF's
Director, shared lessons from
the life of Thomas Sankara.
His ght against the colonial
mindset that keeps people in
bondage even after gaining
formal political
independence, was
highlighted.
According to Bassey, Thomas
Sankara was “the driver of
Burkina Faso's revolution and
developed nuanced political

and practical actions to
address the combined forces
of neo-colonialism,
colonialism, patriarchy,
ecological degradation, food
injustice, among others.”
Thomas Sankara made these
great strides in the four
years, 1983 to 1987, in
which he held power as the
president of Burkina Faso
before he was assassinated
(in 1987) by a group led by
his close friend and second in
command, Blaise Compaore.

Worthy of note is that
Thomas Sankara was only
34 years when he became
president. Prior to this, he
had encountered
revolutionary ideas that
inspired his commitment
to the revolutionary cause
while studying in a military

He was later appointed as
Minister of Information
against his wish. He
resigned from the position
and opposed the regime
for gagging the masses
and suppressing unions.
After that particular
regime was overthrown,
Thomas Sankara, having
gained popularity, was
appointed Prime Minister
in the next regime. While
in this position, he
continued to promote
revolutionary and antiimperialist idea(l)s, which
led to his arrest. His arrest
caused an uprising in the
country as young army
ofcers revolted, which
ultimately led to the
overthrow of the regime
and the installation of
Thomas Sankara as
president.

other nancial interests to
continue to plunder the
continents' resources.
Dr Osuoka described
Thomas Sankara as “the
most inuential political
leader that has emerged
in Africa since the end of
formal colonial rule.”
According to Osuoka,
“Thomas Sankara had a
profound impact in the
development of the
political consciousness of
people in Africa and the
world. He emerged as a
champion of the
oppressed, showed the
example of sacrice in
leadership and
demonstrated how the
resources of a country
could be mobilized to
address the needs of the
people rather than
imperialists' interests.”

According to the guest
discussant, Sankara's
entry into Burkina Faso's
politics holds great
signicance for Africa,
Latin America and the
world generally. Thomas
Sankara emerged at a
time when even after
independence, Western
and European powers
continued to dominate and
keep Africa and Latin
America perpetually
impoverished.

Thomas Sankara was also
described in the
conversation as “the
representation of the
African revolutionary
aspiration.” He sought to
empower his people to
rebuild their country for
their own benet. “He
became the preeminent
spokesperson on behalf of
exploited people in Africa
and elsewhere. He tried to
rally leaders of the
continent against
imperialism and all those
that served imperialists'
interests,” Dr Osuoka
stressed.

It was an era when
Western powers tried and
succeeded in creating
puppet regimes to do their
bidding and allow Western
mining corporations and
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To ght coloniality,
Sankara changed the

colonial identity of his
country from Upper Volta
(the colonial name) to

“Thomas Sankara had
a profound impact in
the development of
the political
consciousness of
people in Africa and
the world...
demonstrated how the
resources of a country
could be mobilized to
address the needs of
the people rather than
imperialists'
interests.”
Burkina Faso, which
means Land of the
upright. Osuoka considers
this (re-)christening “an
integral part of the
decolonisation
process.”According to him,
this is in contrast to what
is obtainable in Nigeria,
where the name given to it
by imperialists is
maintained till the present
time.

He advised that “as we
move towards
decolonisation, we must
think of renaming the
country on our own
terms – to identify
ourselves in the way that
we want to be identied
as Ghana, Benin
Republic, Burkina Faso
and some other African
countries have done.”
Thomas Sankara, as
president, impacted his
country health-wise,
socially, economically
and environmentally. In
just two weeks,
Sankara's regime
vaccinated about two
million Burkinabes
against diseases like
measles, meningitis, etc.
This attracted praises
from the World Health
Organisation (WHO) as
the massive rounds of
vaccination was achieved
without foreign aids. He
worked against
patriarchy and promoted
women's rights. He
appointed women into
important positions in
government, persuaded
them to participate in the
revolutionary/social
change process as well
as to enrol and remain in
school even with
pregnancy.
This was coupled with
his move to encourage
massive enrolment of
children in school. He
also banned Female
Genital Mutilation
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(FGM).
Economically, Thomas
Sankara mobilised his
country, which was poor,
to become self-reliant.
He mobilised his people
to work together in
solidarity. He initiated
land reforms that
eliminated feudal
practices empowering
landlords to collect rent
from peasant farmers.
He promoted
cooperatives and
irrigation schemes. With
these, his country almost
doubled food production
within the short period of
his leadership. All these
were achieved without
foreign loans and aids.
Environmentally, even
when the impacts of
climate change resulting
from carbon emissions
from North America and
Europe had not become
topical globally, Thomas
Sankara's regime
implemented tree
planting to combat
desertication.
Thomas Sankara was
described as an
internationalist and a
Pan-Africanist. He was a
strong supporter of the
Saharawi people of
Western Sahara, which
remains a colony of
Morocco to date.
Ideas were shared on
how environmental
activists can, through
solidarity and the
internationalist mentality,

confront environmental
challenges. It was
recommended that
environmental activists
should fall back on the
similar history of plunder
and colonisation which
Africa, Latin America and
even Asia have suffered
due to the commercial
and cultural interests of
Europe.
Having this common
history in mind, activists
in the continents should
ght in solidarity against
the transnational
corporations and
extractive industries
involved in the
devastation of the
environment. This is
necessary as the active
forces in environmental
degradation in Nigeria
are the same across the
continents of Africa,
Latin America and the
Caribbean. International
solidarity is, thus,
fundamental in dealing
with environmental
crises.
Thomas Sankara was
assassinated, but his
revolutionary ideas live
on. His ideas, actions
and policies represent a
testament or evidence of
what Africa hopes for
and that which is
possible. Thomas
Sankara showed that a
people could achieve
change but only through
collective struggle.

DIALOGUE
IN THE OILFIELD
BY NNIMMO BASSEY

Image : https://www.offshore-technology.com/projects/ca-tam-oileld/

saws and hammers as
malnourished shers hack
away at the hope of a
meal. They tell tales of
feasting in dangerous pots.

T

he noise from gas
furnaces burning
across the Niger
Delta makes it impossible
for parents to whisper to
their children. Whispering
may sound conspiratorial,
but parents cannot even
speak normally to their
children – a thing people
take for granted.
The explosive noises and
hisses from the infernal
res make shouting the
only way to hold a
conversation.
This anomaly has been
normalised for two
reasons: they must speak
louder than the
thunderous ares or shout
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Living in the oil eld has
been a disaster. And the
many-tentacled roots of
the ecological crisis
require deep
considerations.

to overcome the challenge
of many persons slowly
going deaf.
Dialogue in the oil elds
requires keen attention
because much of what is
communicated lies more in
what is not being said
than in what is said. Tears
and sorrows, groans and
gnashing of teeth speak
louder than speeches or
songs or written words.
Rivers coated with crude
oil or bursting in ames at
the whiff of a naked ame
say more than words can
convey. And how about
the shes popping up belly
up? The whale or the
dolphin washing ashore
and attracting machetes,

At one end is the wilful
irresponsibility of the oil
companies who simply
rake in more prots as
they externalize production
costs by heaping harms on
the hapless communities
and ignoring their groans.
At the other end are the
complicit governments
who are trapped in the
false hope that
extractivism can extricate
their nations from the grip
of poverty carefully
engineered grip of poverty.

“ Dialogue in the oil
elds requires keen
attention because
much of what is
communicated lies
more in what is not
being said than in
what is said.”

Joint Ventures between
the government and the
oil companies easily turn
into misadventures as the
oil companies take the
driving seats and
determine how much of
the revenue goes into
production costs and
what crumbs are shared
as prot. Taking the
measly shares coated
with promises of rising
production to the bank,
the governments
suddenly become
“creditworthy” and get
enticed by nancial
institutions to start a
borrowing spree and sink
into the quicksand of
debts. Oftentimes, they
borrow their own cash
stowed away in foreign
banks. Indebted and
addicted, communities
and their environments
are sacriced so the
companies can keep up
the rapacious binge.
Oil wealth ies above the
heads of communities.
Just like power lines take
power elsewhere, leaving
us in the dark.
Communities farm and
endure rotten harvests.
Fishers sh, but the
shes are banished by
crude. Fishes eat
imported iced sh.
Communities live by the
riverside but may well
have been in parched
deserts. Riverine
communities drink water
sold in sachets!
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Oil spills are waved off as
inconsequential. And no
matter how much is spilt,
the volume exported is
never affected because
the export volume is a
twisted piece of ction.
Whether on land or in the
deep sea, no one knows
exactly how much oil is
extracted. When NEITI
(Nigeria Extractive
Industries Transparency
Initiative) blew the
whistle concerning
offshore oil, the
government agency
responsible for ensuring
responsible behaviour
among the oil companies
squirmed and provided
some specious denial.
Oh, we know how much
is taken! Really?
The oil spills that turned
farmlands into an oily
lake at Ikot Ada Udo in
2006/7 was ignored for
many months. The
tragedy attracted the
attention of the media
and Nigeria's National
Assembly, and became a
tourist attraction before
Shell adjusted the cap on
the well. The Niger Delta
holds so much crude oil
that hundreds of
thousands of barrels of
the resource can be spilt
or stolen daily and no
one would bat an eyelid.
Community farms get
destroyed. Forests get
incinerated. Rivers get
suffocated by blankets of
crude. The big shots

directly committing this
ecocide are safely hidden
away in air-conditioned
board rooms onshore and
offshore.
At Ororo-1 oil well at
OML 95 off the coast of
Ondo State, a blowoutinduced re has been
burning for almost one
year with no one lifting a
nger to stop it.
And over a period of two
years (2018–2019), the
National Oil Spill
Detection and Response
Agency (NOSDRA)
registered 1,300 oil spills
or 5 spills a day.
Ofcials readily and
conveniently attribute oil
spills to sabotage even
before they get to the
scene of the incident.
The poor community
people, the real victims,
are labelled criminals
while the actual criminals
are safely ensconced in
stately mansions and are
serenaded by wailing
sirens as they dash
between the bank and
their stuffed bars and
pepper soup joints.
Dialogues in the oil elds
have to be hurried
because our communities
are basically open
isolation wards of the
forgotten. Territories of
the sick and forgotten.

Credit: www.unsplash.com/alexander-schimmec

The toxic air loaded with
volatile hydrocarbons give
visitors a headache within a
few minutes of arriving there.
For the locals, the fumes
produce breathing diseases
that make their whizzing
sound like dull dirges and
their voices crack like
overstretched funeral drums.
Will this state of affairs
continue forever?
The answer is a resounding
NO. Soon the income from
crude oil will dry. Soon crude
oil will become a stranded
asset. The signs are in.
At the height of COVID-19
lockdowns, the price of oil
went below $40 per barrel.
The Nigerian government
struggled to meet budgetary
needs. The struggle
continues today. While the
world charts ways out of the
oil pit, we dig deeper into it.
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Our healing will come, and it
must come soon. Now is the
time for the process to begin.
As we sit at the banks of our
rivers or in the middle of our
forests, let us remind
ourselves of stories of times
when we could drink water
from our streams and never
needed to buy water hawked
in plastic sachets. It is time
for us to reect on what went
wrong and who we allowed
to exploit our land in
exchange for a false dream, a
nightmare. It is time for
reection as to what went
wrong to the point that our
land would be so polluted
while the polluter walks
away free. It is time for us to
reect on what must be done
so we can live in our land
with dignity and enjoy the
gifts of nature with no
hindrance.
It is time for us to hear
ourselves again, to hear the

crickets chirp and the birds
sing. It is time to quench the
evil ames and allow the
moon to light our night sky
again. The time it is for us to
ush away the polluting
crude and toxic wastes from
our steams, creeks and
rivers, and once more see
our faces in our waters.
The future begins with an
open whisper, an open
dialogue. An open dream. An
open conspiracy where
people hear each other and
whispers ride on the waves
of our hopes.
Our future begins today with
dialogues on our struggles,
visions and hopes.

SAD REALITIES
ABOUT THE OGONI ENVIRONMENT
REMEDIATION EXERCISE

Image: Babawale Obayanju/HOMEF

By Damian B. F. Gbogbara

T

he people of Ogoni have, for decades, suffered environmental degradation, human
rights violation and economic hardship due to polluting activities of the oil and gas
sector. The polluter, Shell, in cahoots with the Nigerian government, did not pay
much attention to the pollution going on in Ogoni until the investigation and
recommendations of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) forced Shell to
begin clean-up and remediation in Ogoni. One would think that the ongoing remediation
exercise in Ogoni has made positive impacts on the lives of community folk. Well, here is
the unfortunate reality!
The sad reality is that there has not been any signicant positive impact on the
communities. Rather, the clean-up exercise has brought hardship to some families. There
are cases of poor condition of service for workers on the remediation sites.

ECO ~ INSTIGATOR #32 / 11

People working at the sites are usually paid
N5000 per day, including a feeding
allowance. Previously, the number of
workers per day for each site was to be 20,
but currently only about 5 to 10 persons
are allowed to work on a site for almost one
week, depending on the size of the site,
while others are kept waiting for their turn
to work and earn money for sustenance.
There is also the absence of gender balance
in the exercise, as only an insignicant
number of women work on many of the
remediation sites.
Women-focused groups like the Kebetkache
Women Development and Resource Centre
are probing the obvious exclusion of women
in the clean-up and remediation exercise.
Some observers have speculated that the
female anatomy or physiological makeup
may make it unsafe for women to be
adequately included in the exercise. But
this remains speculation which, if proven to
be correct, will have to be followed up with
proper community sensitization and
engagement to that effect.
The sincerity and integrity of the
Hydrocarbon Pollution Remediation Project
(HYPREP) and the government's claim of
“15 Ogoni Polluted Sites Completely
Cleaned” are also questionable. The claim
was made by the Minister for Environment,
Mohammad Mahmoud, on a TV show
which was also shared online and on other
media platforms on Wednesday 3rd March
2021, after the Federal Executive Council
meeting in Abuja. This claim is contrary to
the experience of most community
members.
Mr Barisere, an indigene of Ueken
community in Tai Local Government Area of
Rivers State Nigeria, narrated his
experience with the remediation exercise
carried out on a particular site. He
explained that the remediation work taking
place on the site very close to his
residential building was abandoned after
12 / ECO ~ INSTIGATOR #32

excavation. The excavated water, which is
contaminated, was moved into bio cell and
later relled without the completion of
treatment.

“ The sincerity and integrity of the
Hydrocarbon Pollution
Remediation Project (HYPREP)
and the government's claim of
“15 Ogoni Polluted Sites
Completely Cleaned” are also
questionable.”
Excavating or digging a pit of over four
metres (4.5 metres) depth close to a
residential building in a rural community
where children play around and families
carry out daily activities is not only
dangerous but a gross violation of human
rights. This should be seen as negligence
for which the contractor (company)
involved in the excavation ought to be sued
in the court of law. Sadly, cases like this are
not mentioned by HYPREP or the
government when apportioning blame to
communities for the delay experienced in
the clean-up.
In a visit to Lot 21, one of the abandoned
sites in Tai Local Government Area, I made
inquiries about when the contractor would
return to complete the work from a section
of community representatives comprising
chiefs, youths and women groups. The
responses I got showed that the community
does not know anything about the return of
the contractor, as the contractor did not
inform the community of their plan to
return. As at the time of this report, efforts
to speak with the company/contractor
proved futile. Besides the media hype
created by HYPREP and the government
around the environmental remediation
exercise ongoing in Ogoni, there are
unreported cases of unfair treatment of
owners of farms and lands around
remediation sites.

Image: Babawale Obayanju/HOMEF

Some of the farmers and landlords
complain about not being consulted
regarding their crops and other valuables
that may be destroyed in the process of
the remediation exercise.
Mr Muhmoud explained that the delay
experienced in the Ogoni clean-up
exercise is partly attributable to
communal crises and land disputes.
Judging from the incidents cited above,
the minister's opinion can be faulted.
As a concerned member of Ogoniland, I
read through the report on the “15
completely cleaned polluted sites” and
moved to trace their locations but could
not nd them. No specics were given by
the minister regarding the location of the
sites. No information on the particular
Local Government Areas (LGAs) or
communities where the “15 completely
cleaned polluted sites” could be found.
All the sites I visited were not “completely
cleaned”. If anything, some had been
abandoned.
Recall that when the minister talked
about the Six Billion Naira Water Project,
he clearly mentioned the four LGAs that
the water project would cover, namely
Gokana, Khana, Eleme and Tai. It is,
therefore, surprising and curious that he
did not mention the names or anything
about the location of the “15 completely
cleaned up sites” in any of the LGAs
ECO ~ INSTIGATOR #32 / 13

where clean-up and
remediation were
done.
It is, therefore,
advisable for the
minister to give
detailed information
about the sites in
question, including
the coordinates of
such “completely
cleaned polluted
sites.” This would
help the media and
other interest groups
to verify such claims
via assessment visits
to such sites. If this is not done, the
claim may be considered as another
attempt at subverting the clean-up
process.
Nevertheless, we are glad to commend
the Federal Government for the release of
over six billion Naira for the provision of
water in four LGAs in Ogoni.
Consequently, I call on the government to
match their words with action to ensure
the immediate deployment of funds to
competent and professional hands to
quickly kick-start the water project with a
view to meeting up with the expectations
of the people.
Contractors and companies involved in
the Ogoni clean-up and remediation
exercise should respect the leadership
and rights of community folk to be
adequately informed about the clean-up
and remediation exercise. They should
also endeavour to assess and address the
adverse impacts of their activities on the
people and their livelihoods.
Damian B. F. Gbogbara is the
Coordinator of Eco Defenders
Network/Ogoni Monitors.

ON EARTH
DAY 2021
By Christine Yohannes

When I was ve, I used to pick leaves and dead owers from the garden
The idea, without picking the ones alive to recreate that of Eden
I'd collage the petals into different shapes and images
Show them to my mom and dad and it'd stay for ages
Dead owers, rotten yellow turned to brown and green to black
But as a child I knew that it was a way of giving life back
By the time I was 10, I collected tiny pieces of candles
The ones that remained stuck on shampoo caps, saucers and handles
Once it all lled a Tupperware, I'd melt them in an old pot
With the help of my great-grandma we made oating candles when the
wax was no longer hot
As a kid I knew that sometimes things melted and almost faded
But given the chance, brighter they'll shine and anew they can be made
By the time I was 15, I had a mind of my own and, thus, my own fashion
sense
Skirts were made into bags, jackets were never worn and a pair of pants
was cut into a dress
Old tins with patterns were water bottles and everything made a statement
Whatever was a daily statement but bottom line, everything was reused
without judgement
When I got to 20 my mother's clothes were fashionable
Walking to school and back was à la mode and everything was reusable
Repurposed, Recycled, Transformed and Morphed, out of common sense
Sometimes necessity forced us but often times 'twas lack of access
So this young mind understood that abundance created greed
But no one wanted to live with less and so no one agreed
By 22 a paper on the environmental impact of the meat industry should've
gotten me an 'A' as well as a piece on Corporate Social Responsibility of the
oil companies in Nigeria But you can't speak of such things in a Business
school. Are you risking your grades, risking your degree for what? You fool!
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So you get sent back with a “you don't understand how it
works”
And they're right, I didn't but I'm glad I didn't sell my soul
for perks
Fast forward to 30 where I've since sold my soul to
multiple corporations. Destroyed homes and farmlands,
dying animals and people make me want to seek
abdication
I renounce my role as a consumer of anything that man
creates
I revoke my hunger to succeed in a world that evil
procreates
Birthed from greed, pride, gluttony and wrath
The rich get richer, the poor get poorer, there is no ideal
path
The youth want to save the only planet they can inherit
But those destroying it for prot have already planned
their exit
No one listens to the younger ones but they're allowed to
speak
As though to give a sense of change but it's smokes and
mirrors with a leak
Decades of talk, discussions and general meetings
Decades of sounding alarms and no action sightings
So ...
Yes recycle that bottle cap but unless that factory
closes…
Re-purpose that glass bottle but solar? Or petrol? What
are your choices?
Christine Yohannes is a poet, writer, translator and a
BBC journalist. She is the founder of the monthly Poetic
Saturdays gathering and organises poetry workshops in
schools.

ECO ~ INSTIGATOR #32 / 15

image: www.unsplash.com

WHAT'S
WRONG
WITH OUR
FOOD
SYSTEM?
BY NNIMMO BASSEY

O

ne of the most important lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic
is that life is best preserved when beings live in deference to
one other - when species are not displaced from their habitats
and when humans are not denied their rights to shelter, food and
dignity. Lessons learned must include that the quality of our food is
key to the assurance of not just our health but also our
socioeconomic wellbeing. It has been a time when those that have
not touched the soil to plant a seed must be ashamed of their
negligence and lack of care about where food comes from.
Some of the restrictions and safety protocols enforced in response to
COVID-19 hampered the productivity of our farmers. Think of
farmers that could not access their farms or those that had no access
to farming inputs. And do not forget the shers who suffered from
the same complications. And the herders too, except for those who
camp in forests and whose jobs are tangentially related to being
cowboys. We salute our farmers for their solid adaptive capacities.
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Policies guiding farming and food in our
nation have generally not been the most
progressive. While the colonial and
immediate post-colonial era laid more
emphasis on cash cropping for export, the
current situation in Nigeria was birthed by
two factors: the structural adjustment
conditionalities of international nancial
institutions and the corruption that
dependence on income from petroleum
resources planted in the nation.
One would expect a nation, nay
continent, that has been so dastardly
exploited to demand reparations by way
of colonial, ecological or climate debt, but
no, our leaders still kowtow to the same
temples of exploitation, plead for more
loans and sink deeper into the mire of
hopeless debt.
The truth that small-scale farmers are the
ones feeding the world and cooling the
planet cannot be overemphasised. The
fact that the future of food (for
humankind) lies in their hands was a key
outcome of a multilateral study titled
1
“Agriculture at a Crossroads” issued by
the International Assessment of
!
Agricultural Knowledge, Science and
Technology for Development (IAASTD).
Today, nations under the pressure of big
agribusinesses wilfully turn a blind eye to
this fact and ignore our small-scale
farmers to our collective detriment. The
dominant ofcial doctrine is that only
industrial agriculture, another name for
plantation or colonial agriculture, can feed
the world. Rather than promote
technologies and innovations that would
support and upscale the agroecological
techniques employed by our (smallholder)
farmers, public structures are busy
promoting the very systems that entrust

power into the hands of a handful of big
agribusinesses and philanthrocapitalists.
This has spawned a system where
concerns about safety, sustainability and
ethical implications are discarded by the
preaching of a catechism that insists only
safe GMOs are permitted in Nigeria
without telling the people which harmful
GMOs have been rejected. This has built
a system where our farmers are hooked
on chemical fertilizers, pesticides and
herbicides that are known to harm soils
and overall biodiversity on our farms.
Concerning the support for small-scale
farmers, we are impressed by the
announcement by the Federal Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development that it
has commenced the training of 1,110
extension agents in 36 states, including
the Federal Capital Territory (FCT).2 The
FAO gives the minimum ratio of extension
ofcers to farmers as 1:1000. Sadly, the
ratio in Nigeria is about 1: 10,000. Sabo
Nanono, the Minister of Agriculture and
Rural Development, was right when he
reportedly said that the delivery of
agricultural extension is the driver to
having a practical application of the
products of agricultural research.

“small-scale farmers are
the ones feeding the
world and cooling the
planet... the future of
food (for humankind)
lies in their hands”

1. IAASTD. (2009). Agriculture at a Crossroads. http://www.fao.org/leadmin/templates/est/Investment/Agriculture_at_a_
Crossroads_Global_Report_IAASTD.pdf
2.Joke Falaju (21 March 2021). FG commences training of 1,110 extension agents. https://guardian.ng/features/fgcommences-training-of-1110-extension-agents/
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seeks exclusive rights of investors or
inventors to commercialise seeds and other
propagating materials as a means of
incentivising investments from national and
multinational companies. Exclusive rights
is another name for patenting. We are
totally opposed to the patenting of life.
Patenting of life forms is the turf of genetic
engineering corporations, and the key
promoters of the law are all deeply steeped
in that sector.

Recently, the National Assembly passed the
Plant Variety Protection Bill (2019), by
which a Plant Variety Protection Ofce
would be set up in the National Agricultural
Seeds Council. According to reports, the
Bill was promoted by actors such as
Agricultural Transformation in Africa
(PIATA), Alliance for the Green Revolution
in Africa (AGRA), the Rockefeller
Foundation, Bill and Melinda Gates
3
Foundation and USAID.
The Bill's explanatory memorandum states
that it “seeks for the protection of Plant
Varieties, to establish a Plant Variety
Protection Ofce for the promotion of
increased staple crop productivity for
smallholder farmers in Nigeria.” This claim
is contestable, seeing that the Bill actually

The point is that small-scale farmers who
actually feed our people are extremely
disadvantaged when it comes to supports
for food production by a lack of incentives
and by having an abysmal extension agentfarmer ratio. As if that was not bad
enough, we now have a Plant Variety
Protection Bill that does not seek to protect
seeds managed by local farmers but places
seeds rmly in the hands of speculators
and promoters of varieties that may erode
our biodiversity.
We strongly believe that this is the time
when the government should invest
massively in support for small-scale
farmers by closing the ratio of available
extension agents, promoting local seed
varieties, providing storage and processing
facilities across the nation, supporting
farmers' cooperatives and providing
infrastructure to ensure that harvests get to
the markets and that small-scale farmers
earn a decent income from their labour.
These are some of the scaffolds for building
a food and agricultural system that
produces safe, nutritious and culturally
appropriate foods for our peoples.

3.Josephine Okojie (23 March 2021). Nigeria's seed industry to boom on new law. https://businessday.ng/agriculture/arti
cle/nigerias-seed-industry-to-boom-on-new-law/
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Says HOMEF Volunteers

V

olunteers at the
Health of Mother
Earth Foundation
(HOMEF) have called on
countries to shift from
dependence on fossil
fuels and invest rather in
agroecology as a key to
restoring our Earth.
Agroecology is known for
enhancing food
productivity and
economic resilience while
cooling the planet. This
call was made at a
gathering of the
Foundation's volunteers
to mark EarthDay 2021.
According to a media
release from HOMEF
following the meeting,
“The celebration of
Mother Earth is a
celebration of life, of
earth-restoring practices
and a denunciation of
practices that destroy
biodiversity and lifesustaining ecosystems
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across the globe.”
The volunteers' meeting
focused on Biodiversity,
Agriculture and Climate
Change and called for
actions against practices
such as the mindless
extraction of fossil fuels
and industrial agricultural
practices, including the
indiscriminate use of
chemicals, which are
destroying the earth.
Dr Daniel Ugwu, a
lecturer at the Federal
College of Agriculture in
Ishiagu, Ebonyi State,
speaking during the
event, highlighted the
links between industrial
agriculture and the
environmental/climate
challenges that the world
is battling with.
According to him,
industrial agriculture
does a lot of harm to the
environment through

intensive cultivation of
drylands and
unsustainable use of
resources such as water
and fossil fuels. He
added that industrial
agriculture contributes
about 25-30 per cent of
The volunteers called for
the adoption of
agroecology as it
combines local and
scientic knowledge and
applies ecological and
social approaches to
agricultural systems.
“Agroecology employs
methods that minimise
or exclude the use of
fossil fuels, inorganic
chemical inputs; is not
based on large-scale
mono-cropping, but
supports natural
agricultural processes
such as crop
diversication, natural
soil fertility and biological
control of pests,” they
stressed.
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AGROECOLOGY
IS KEY TO RESTORING
OUR EARTH,
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According to Joyce
Ebebeinwe, HOMEF's
Programme Manager,
agroecology is not only a
science and a practice but
also a movement that
emphasises the respect for
and the protection of the
rights of farmers to save,
share and reuse seeds.
After group discussions on
how and why there is an
urgent need to restore our
earth, the volunteers came
up with workable
solutions. Tobi Wale,
highlighted the challenges
facing the Earth, including
the increasing global
warming, biodiversity loss,
species extinction (over
500 species at the brink
of extinction), plastic
pollution, and the
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prevalence of diseases and
pandemics. In her report,
OduduAbasi Asuquo,
pointed out that the listed
problems inhibiting earthrestoration activities and
stressed that action must
be taken to ensure that
the Earth remains
habitable for the present
and unborn generations.
To close the knowledge
gap on the importance of
agroecology, the volunteers
called for investment in
research on agroecology,
provision of adequate
extension service to
farmers and the
formulation/implementatio
n of policies that recognise
and support agroecology
as a viable solution to the
food and climate

challenges.
Besides the investment in
agroecology and desisting
from harmful industrial
agricultural processes,
restoring the earth can
also be achieved through
a) the right kind of
education that stops
people from interfering
with natural cycles; b) tree
planting and development
of gardens; c) enforcement
of policies as well as nes
and sanctions for harms
against the earth; d)
recycling/avoiding singleuse plastics; and e)
encouraging the
responsible use of energy.

Emerging from the Margins: Women's
Experiences in Colonial and
Contemporary Nigerian History by Tayo
Agunbiade traces and highlights women's
voices and political activism, with a view
to building a new body of knowledge in
Nigeria's political literature. It highlights
the voices of historical gures like Funlayo
Ransome-Kuti, Elizabeth Adekogbe,
Wuraola Esan, Bernice Kerry, Margaret
Ekpo, Janet N. Mokelu, Malama Ladi
Shehu, Gambo Sawaba, Fola AkintundeIghodalo to redress the largely
overlooked lacuna of female activism in
Nigeria's historical heritage.
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The book Abolitionist Agroecology: Food
Sovereignty and Pandemic Prevention by
Maywa Montenegro de Wit opposes the
racialised nature of food systems which became
more evident in the COVID-19 era.
She links COVID-19 to spillover sites forged by
agroindustrial expansion into forested regions
where pathogens spring free and infect
humans. Industrial animal agriculture drives
these ecological changes that incubate future
outbreaks. Pandemics have their roots in the
violent separation of communities from their
territories, seeds, knowledge and wealth.
Racism enables such theft because it is
fundamental to capitalist expansion. To tackle
pandemics and food injustices, Montenegro
calls for abolitionist agroecology – a practice,
science and movement that cracks open
multiple possibilities that respond to the
exigencies of a pandemic planet.

Why FG Should
Stop Issuing More Oil
Licenses
By Mohammed Shosanya, Independent Newspapers

Nnimmo Bassey, Director of Health of Mother
Earth Foundation (HOMEF), in this interview
with Mohammed Shosanya, speaks on burning
issues in the oil and gas sector as well as the
Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB) that was
subjected to public hearing recently by the
National Assembly.

Excerpts:
The Federal Government recently said it is
integrating artisanal and modular reﬁnery
operations into the oil and gas sector in
order to curtail illegal oil activities in the
Niger Delta region. How do you think this
action is achievable?
The idea of modular reneries is a reaction to
the rise of bush reneries that have become a
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source of troubling pollution in the Niger Delta.
What is not being considered is that the bush
reneries operate on cheap basic ogogoro
technologies while the cost of the modular
reneries, even if current artisanal reners were
to come together in cooperatives, may be
beyond their reach.
This is why the government ought to invest in
our social and technological research institutions
and get them to study the conditions that
brought us to where we are and the best way
forward.
Rather than import modular reneries from
outside Nigeria, one would expect the
government to support our research institutes to
design and fabricate the needed modular
reneries bearing in mind the socioeconomic
conditions, costs and environmental concerns.

A few years ago, engineers at Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria announced that they had
designed and fabricated a renery. What
happened to that output? Engineers in the
defunct Biafra were able to build reneries and
put them to use. What happened to their
ingenuity?
The current bush reners with the ogogoro
technology are producing rened petroleum
products of higher quality than the poorquality petroleum products currently being
imported into the country at great cost. What
lessons are being gained from these?
You recently said that Nigeria should stop
awarding oil blocks and concentrate more on
the environment. What motivated your
advocacy against the action that had given
Nigeria huge revenue for years?

foods. Stopping oil theft would add about 50100 per cent more revenue from the
petroleum sector.
So, the issue is not about issuing more
licenses or more oil blocks, except we are
happy to issue licenses for more wastage and
theft. We have it on record that up to 400,000
barrels of crude oil are stolen daily in the Niger
Delta. This is approximately equal to the
combined installed capacity of the three
reneries in the country.
This means that those who point accusatory
ngers at poor villages scooping crude oil with
buckets when there is an oil spill are playing
the ostrich and avoiding the fact that the theft
in the region is an industrial activity with
international tentacles.

Nigeria's addiction to petroleum resources as
the main revenue source is rooted in colonial
extractivist logic, and if we are not careful, the
alternative would be in the same mould.

So, if we want to double oil revenue, the thing
to do is to stop oil theft. This is a win-win
proposition. Stopping oil theft stops
criminality and corruption. It also saves the
environment from more pollution.

You hear people quickly pointing at agriculture
as the alternative revenue source while having
in mind the same colonial plantation
production system.

One of the actions the government took
against the needless gas are in Nigeria was
the gas are commercialisation programme
and adjustment of the gas are penalty.

Focusing on halting oil theft and cleaning up
the entire Nigerian environment would be the
best approaches to revitalizing not just the
people but the economy.

Nigeria lost N439 billion to gas ﬂare last year
despite the programme. What are your
worries about this and how do you think
Nigeria can achieve zero ﬂare?

An environment that is patently contaminated
across the board denies people of a modicum
of dignity and self-respect. A contaminated
environment directly impacts the health of the
population as well as overall life expectancy.

As long as crude oil is being extracted here,
there will be associated gas, and zero are will
not be achieved. The criminal activity is not
gas aring per se but routine gas aring. Gas
aring can be occasionally needed as a safety
measure or to reduce pressure from wells, but
to simply burn the gas 24/7 for decades is
totally objectionable and irresponsible. It is an
ecological as well as economic crime. It is
ecocide, an ecological crime in the same
range, or worse, than war crimes, crimes
against humanity and other unusual crimes.

The converse is the case when you have a
clean environment. Embarking on remediating
the Nigerian environment would generate
massive employment and task the inventive
creativity of the people. A clean environment –
rivers, land and air – would also positively
affect food production and block efforts to
introduce risky genetically modied seeds and
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Gas aring began under colonial rule when the
wellbeing of the colony's environment and
people were not on the priority list. The focus
was exploitation and domination. It continued
under the neocolonial situation and was
consolidated under autocratic military rule even
though the practice was outlawed under their
watch in 1984.
The option for oil companies to pay minuscule
nes where they are gas was a license to
continue aring. Routine gas aring will end
when the government ceases to partner with
polluters in polluting actions and when the
penalty for gas aring is equal to the economic
cost of the ared gas plus the environmental
and health impact on the communities.
In other words, although we cannot pay for the
health of the people, the ne should be at least
4 times the economic cost of the ared gas.
With this logic, Nigeria lost trillions of Naira in
2020 and not N439 billion.
The Federal Government ﬁled suit against
international oil companies over short
remittances of revenue. Aiteo is against a
multinational oil company over an allegation
of oil the . There are other moves against the
International Oil Companies (IOCs) in the Niger
Delta. What are your concerns over this
development?

These are positive developments. There is a vital
need for the disruption of the unholy matrimony
between the government and the oil companies.
A complicit polluter cannot be a regulator. If a
Nigerian company accuses a multinational oil
company of oil theft, we should pay attention.
The accusation should be thoroughly
investigated. Indeed, Nigeria is ripe for a
national conference on oil theft. Who are the
thieves and how come massive plunder is going
on in a totally militarised Niger Delta and no one
is seeing what is going on? What lessons were
learned from the incident in which a ship loaded
with stolen crude escaped from a Lagos harbour
while in the custody of the Navy in 2004?
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Nigeria has declared a decade of gas. How far
can the country go to power the economy with
revenue from gas and boost the domestic
consumption of the asset? What are the
prospects of achieving this, especially against
the backdrop that the consumption of gas is
still low while its ﬂare is on the high side?

A decade of gas sounds good, but I would
prefer we call it a decade of fossil gas. We
wrongly call the gas natural gas, whereas it is
fossil and not natural gas.
President Jonathan announced the Gas
Revolution, and there was no revolution. The
current president, General Buhari, has
announced a decade of gas, and I think the
declaration could be on target as this may end
up being the decade in which dependence on
fossil gas and other fossil fuels will rapidly
decline.
It should be a decade, not for celebrating an
economy booming on fossil fuel resources, but a
decade to map out strategies and move rapidly
away from this resource. Do not forget that
fossil gas is very harmful to the climate.
One of the loud views expressed during the
recent public hearing on the Petroleum
Industry Bill was the need to increase the
meagre 2.5% Host Community Fund to 10%.
Would you say Nigeria is good to go with a law
that would bring in more investors and
engender transparency in line with
international best practices?

The way the PIB has been handled over a period
of about a decade is shameful. The provisions
for host communities have been used as a
smokescreen to scuttle the process and forge
another unjust petroleum sector law.The “Host
Communities” concept itself is problematic
because rather than pursuing inclusive
development in the Niger Delta, the concept
brings up divisive groupings, which gives the
upper hand to the corporations and the
complicit state.

photo credit: https://www.premiumtimesng.com/

The truth is that every
community in the Niger Delta
is a host community.
Pollution does not stop at
where petroleum
infrastructure is located.
Pollution from one location
does spread to creeks and
rivers in areas where there
are no pipelines or oil wells.
By the pronouncements of oil
company ofcials in 2010, it
was clear they want a PIB
that would enhance their
prot margins and would not
accept anything that seeks
better benets for the people.
They do everything possible
to scuttle any people-friendly
law. The provisions for Host
Communities in the current
PIB are very insulting. The
provisions are constructed as
allowances to be
administered by oil
corporations. It is very
insulting for Nigerian
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legislators to accord oil
companies the duty of
determining who a host
community is.
Even colonial lords would not
contemplate that nonsense.
Even the community boards
to administer the funds are to
be populated or controlled by
the oil companies, the very
entities who have committed
crimes against our peoples
and our environment. Are we
serious? The PIB is set to
kindle divisions and conicts
as prefaced by the sad
incident from the so-called
public hearing held in the
National Assembly (NASS) —
which properly termed should
have been called “oil
company hearing,” as the
communities were silenced,
sidelined and insulted.
The Department of
Petroleum Resources (DPR)
had recently introduced the

National Production
Monitoring System as part of
the measures to stem crude
oil the in the country. How
would you access this
system, and what should
Nigeria do to accurately
account for crude oil
production and discourage
the ?

‘Pollution does not
stop at where
petroleum
infrastructure is
located. Pollution
from one location
does spread to
creeks and rivers in
areas where there
are no pipelines
or oil wells’

The best answer to the move by the DPR is the
one recently given by Nigeria Extractive
Industries Transparency Initiative (NEITI), which
highlighted the fact that the country does not
know how much oil is extracted in Nigeria's
offshore elds.

Delta will take a couple of lifetimes.Some
people may say it will take just 30 years to get
the Ogoni environment restored. That is
optimistic, and a level of restoration can be
attained by that time if we succeed in halting
new pollutions.

What that tells us is the lack of transparency of
the corporations and the fact that gures they
bandy about should not be trusted.

We need an intergenerational commitment to
ensure that future generations can survive and
thrive in the territory.I have always said that the
Ogoni clean-up is a learning experience, a
foundational exercise. We agree that we cannot
stay at the foundation forever. Now is the time
to see more in terms of speed and efciency.

Remember the Bonga offshore oil spill of 20
December 2011. During that incident, Shell
claimed that they pumped 40,000 barrels of oil
into the sea, believing they were pumping the
stuff into a vessel. That level of carelessness
offshore says something all on its own.Beyond
the concerns about offshore operations, it is also
known that our oil elds are not properly
metered as to allow independent verication of
gures.
This is why oil theft is entrenched. If you don't
know how much oil is extracted, it means the
export gures are basically guesstimates.
Installing a proper metering system is not rocket
science, and there are countries that would
possibly be willing to assist with the technology
in that aspect.It would be good to know if the
government tracks the records of quantities of
crude loaded in Nigeria and discharged abroad.
Do they match? If they don't match, do the
quantities swell offshore due to seawater
intrusion?
You were passionate about Ogoniland's cleanup and restoration. What is the state of the
clean-up now? Are you satisﬁed with the
ongoings there? What else do you think should
be done to bring back Ogoniland from agelong environmental despoliation?

The clean-up of Ogoniland is a test case for the
entire Niger Delta. Some of us have been deeply
concerned and believe that everything must be
done to ensure that it succeeds.
The full restoration of the Ogoni environment
will take a lifetime. That of the entire Niger
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There are new boards in place, and the project
ofce is apparently equally undergoing
rejigging.
I served in the initial Board of Trustees (BoT) and
saw that it took a lot of push to get the
corporations and the NNPC to contribute what is
in the kitty at present. What the BoT always told
them was that the contribution of funds was set
to be done annually and was not dependent on
whether funds previously contributed had been
depleted or exhausted. That position should be
maintained so that as the clean-up progresses,
there will not come a time when funding would
become the bottleneck.
It may also be necessary for the government
and HYPREP to realise the complexity of the
tasks ahead and allow companies with a proven
track record elsewhere to join the rescue bid.
This is an environmental rescue mission, and
when emergencies of this nature occur, waiting
for competence to come from locally registered
companies alone may not be the best approach.
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Nagging Biosafety
Issues in Nigeria
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D

eliberations at a physical and virtual
conference on 'The State of Biosafety in
Nigeria' covered regulatory issues,
biosecurity, food and farming systems, hunger,
as well as risky technologies such as gene
editing, synthetic biology, nanotechnology,
robots and 3D food printing. The conference
was hosted by the Health of Mother Earth
Foundation (HOMEF) on Tuesday, 13 April 2021.
Participants at the event included stakeholders
such as smallholder farmers, environmental
justice and food sovereignty advocates, medical
and legal practitioners, biosafety experts, the
academia and the media.
The deliberations were facilitated by Nnimmo
Bassey, Director of HOMEF; Ifeanyi Casmir, a
medical and molecular microbiologist who has
carried out extensive research on biosafety and
biosecurity; Ifeanyi Nwankwere, a lawyer and
human rights advocate with a particular interest
in food and biosafety issues; Joyce Ebebeinwe,
HOMEF's Programme Manager leading the
hunger politics desk; Mariam Mayet, founder of
the African Centre for Biodiversity in South
Africa; and Vandana Shiva, an environmental
activist, food sovereignty advocate and
ecofeminist.
The highlight of the event was HOMEF's
launching of a rst-of-its-kind report titled 'The
State of Biosafety in Nigeria,' addressing the
situation of biosafety in the country. The report
centres on biosafety with regard to Genetically
Modied Organisms (GMOs), their use, ofcial
and illegal release, and the level of public
awareness of the subject. It also reviewed
Nigeria's biosafety regulatory system and
analysed the implementation of biosafety
principles. The report reveals that as of
November 2020, the National Biosafety
Management Agency (NBMA) had issued 19
permits for the introduction of GMOs into
Nigeria. Eight (8) of these GMOs were
designated for eld trial, nine (9) for direct use
for food and/or feed processing and two (that is,
GM Cowpea/beans and GM cotton) for
commercial release.
The Biosafety Report thus exposes the
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fundamental aws and gaps in the NBMA Act of
2015. Among these aws is the defective
provision for liability and redress. Another aw
is the fact that the NBMA has on its board the
National Biotechnology Development Agency
(NABDA), which it is meant to regulate, giving
room for a potential conict of interest. The
report presents well-articulated
recommendations targeting policy review and
needed actions.
Also launched was the 'What's on Our Plate?'
report, which shows the prevalence of GMO
products in Nigeria. The report is the output of
market shelf surveys carried out by HOMEF from
2018 to 2020. It revealed the presence of over
30 products with genetically modied
ingredients or that are made from genetic
engineering on the shelves of supermarkets in
Nigeria without any sign of their entry being
authorized.
According to Joyce Ebebeinwe, the survey was
motivated by NBMA's constant rebuttal of the
presence of GMO products on the Nigerian
market and the need to protect our food system
and ensure biosafety.
Ifeanyi Casmir explained that “biosafety was
said to entail actions, systems and policies that
place a premium on the protection and safety of
people and the environment from exposure to
harmful biological agents.” “It entails the risk
assessment of unintentional acts that impact the
environment negatively,” he mentioned.
Compromises in biosafety laws and regulations
of a nation expose such a nation to biosecurity
challenges. Ifeanyi Nwankwere mentioned a
clause in the NBMA Act which allows the agency
to receive gifts from people. He considers this as
a potential source of compromise which allows
for regulatory capture and, by implication,
corruption. The negative impact would also be
felt on the food and farming systems of the
nation in which small-scale food producers like
farmers, herders and shers play the most vital
roles.
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According to Nnimmo Bassey, small-scale
farmers, herders and shers who account for
about 70 per cent of the global food supply are
among the most vulnerable to food insecurity
which is worsened by a awed biosafety
structure.
These smallholder food producers are often
denied the support and facilities necessary for
their productivity and livelihoods. Then there is
induced hunger perpetuated by the lack of
policy supports. “There is enough food in the
world to feed everyone, but sadly about a third
of available foods either go to the waste bin or
get spoilt while in storage,” Nnimmo Bassey
stated.
Mariam Mayet pointed out that the plight of
small-scale farmers is not peculiar to Nigeria,
especially in terms of seeds and land right.
According to her, the struggle for farmers to use
and protect their own seed is a continent-wide
struggle as these seeds are often demonized
across Africa, as farmers are cajoled into
patronizing seed companies.
This is connected to the commodication of
food which, according to Vandana Shiva, places
no limit on big corporations' hunger for land
grabbing and hampers food sovereignty. These
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corporations are the ones pushing technologies
such as geoengineering and those previously
mentioned. Vandana Shiva enjoined the
stakeholders to question the adoption of these
technologies, emphasising that food
sovereignty is dependent on learning from our
ancestors, not on the technologies.
At the end of the conference, stakeholders
came up with resolutions stressing rst the
need for a total overhaul of the biosafety
regulatory architecture in Nigeria, considering
the overwhelming gaps and aws in the
current NBMA Act. Second, the need to scrap
the current gene editing guidelines that can
label gene edited organisms as non-GMOs,
thus allowing the approval of such organisms
without regulation or public consultation.
Third, the need to stop the introduction of
GMOs into Nigeria and to preserve the nation's
natural seed varieties plus genetic resources.
Some other resolutions covered the need to
support farmers with the needed storage and
processing facilities, market and extension
services to ensure optimum productivity and
build the capacity of the media to be able to
adequately report biosafety issues.

Stilt Roots
Community
Dialogues
Stories of Degraded Environments, Mangroves and
Fisheries in Kono and Bundu

Over the past six decades of oil
exploration and extraction in the
Niger Delta, there have been
constant environmental
degradation and pollution
recorded in communities across
the region, with the occurrence
of at least one oil spill per day.
These occurrences have driven
the communities into hardship.
The people who live in these
communities have experienced
an increased loss of livelihoods,
poor health conditions,
destructions of pristine
mangrove forests, as well as the
inversion and displacement of
mangroves by nipa palm, an
invasive palm species, amongst
other environmental challenges.
HOMEF held two Stilt Roots
Community Dialogues to enable
the affected communities to
share their stories, folklore and
experiences about their
mangroves and shing activities,
the pollution of their rivers by
crude oil from pipelines and
artisanal rening in the
mangroves, livelihoods, cultures,
energy issues and climate
change.
The dialogues were held at the
waterfront of Kono and Bundu
communities, Rivers State, on 21
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and 23 April 2021 respectively.
The dialogue in Bundu, an
informal community in Port
Harcourt, where the people are
mainly shers and traders, was
organised in collaboration with
the Centre for Environment,
Human Rights and Development
(CEHRD).

‘stories are tools to
awaken communal
memories, inuence
people's perceptions
and re up their
imagination and
propel action’
Civil Society Organisations
(CSOs)/Community-Based
Organisations (CBOs),
community youths, leaders,
shers and women groups, as
well as representatives from the
Rivers State Ministry of
Environment, academics and
media practitioners joined the
Health of Mother Earth
Foundation (HOMEF) in the
dialogues.

Participating community
members had the opportunity to
talk about the changes and
challenges they have
experienced over time in their
environment before the
emergence of extractive
activities and current
environmental challenges. The
dialogues gave room for the
community people to learn and
share skills on how to protect
and preserve their mangroves,
shes and aquatic organisms
from further degradation.
On arrival to Kono, the team
visited the coastal shores of the
community-managed mangrove
forest as part of HOMEF's
activities to commemorate
World Earth Day 2021.
In his welcome words at the
dialogues, the director of
HOMEF, Nnimmo Bassey,
explained that some of the most
instructive stories about the
Niger Delta are works of poetry
and ction. He stated that Stilt
Roots Stories are the vehicle for
leadership from below. This is
because such stories are tools to
awaken communal memories,
inuence people's perceptions
and re up their imagination
and propel action.

The Ministry of Environment,
represented by Mrs Nimi Elele,
showed interest in hearing the
people's stories. According to Mrs
Elele, “our interest at the Ministry
of Environment is to know what
the people are going through and
how the ministry can be of support
and help to the community people.
That is why your stories of
struggles and pains are important
to us.”
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“They provide opportunities for
shers and mangrove-dependent
communities to seek the
restoration of their ecosystems,
revitalize and revalidate their
socio-cultural systems and push for
harmonious relationship by all
individuals and sectors with
Mother Earth,” the director stated.
Prof. Zabbey Nenibarini (a
mangrove ecology expert), who
regretted the rapid depletion of
mangroves in the region,
explained that mangroves house
abundant natural resources. They
support sheries and also provide
construction and fuel wood
materials. He cited an example of
the chicoco soil, which is good for
shoreline protection and
construction purposes and serves
as climate-proong materials for
ood-prone environments.

Stilt Root Stories from Kono
No periwinkles anymore
“In the past, before the invasion of the nipa
palm, we used to go into the coast to pick up
periwinkles by the side and under the roots of
the mangrove trees. Today, we hardly get
anything to pick because the nipa palm has
covered everywhere. We cannot access
mangroves to pick periwinkles anymore. This
has led to hardship, especially to the women
who now have nothing to rely on as their
sources of livelihoods. Things are becoming
tougher by the day because the nipa palm keeps
expanding every day” - Deedum Menson (a
female ﬁsher and trader).
Pollution has taken our livelihoods
“As a sher's child in those days, my father used
to take us on shing expeditions. We often
returned home with huge catches. We had
enough to eat and sell, but today, things are
different because of oil pollution and the nipa
palm that has taken over all our mangroves and
creeks. No more shes, no more crabs and other
aquatic animals. Our sources of livelihood are all
gone” – Richard Winikina.
Saved by the Mangrove
There is a folktale we used to hear from our
parents: of a baby that was saved by the
mangrove tree. The story is about two children
from our community who were playing in the
river. One of them pushed the other child into a
deep part of the river, and the wave carried the
child away. Meanwhile, the child that pushed
the younger one into the river came home and
told no one of how the incident occurred. As the
waves carried the little child away, she got to a
mangrove tree and held tight to the roots. As
she gasped and struggled to stay aoat, she
heard a sher cutting mangrove stems nearby.
Her cries attracted the sher who came to her
rescue. The moral of the story was that
mangroves save lives” – Constance Nna.
Halt harmful shing methods
“Nipa palm has taken over our land and rivers,
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and this is posing a big problem to shers in the
community. We go out daily to catch sh, but at
the end of the day, we come back emptyhanded. Apart from the nipa palm, which has
taken over our swamps, the methods of shing
using trawlers and chemicals as well as oil spills
have also contributed to the reduction of shes
in our rivers. We want the government to assist
us in ensuring our environment is free from nipa
palm invasion and that strict laws are made
against harmful methods of shing” - Jim
Nelson Ateketamuno Piri.
No sh menu for shers
“Due to the hardship in our land, fathers no
longer give sh to their children. Everything is
sold for cash to meet other needs. Fishers
usually come home angry because there are no
sh in the rivers anymore – the environment is
left empty as their sources of livelihood, which
is shing, have been taken away by pollution.
Even the women are no longer happy because
their trade on fresh aquatic products is all gone.
The situation in our community today is indeed
a very sad one” – Comfort Mark.
Our rafa palm trees and wine-producing
trees are all gone
“Growing up as a child of a palm wine tapper
was fun. We were always happy seeing my
father return from tapping wine because he
always came back with fresh shes, crabs,
periwinkles, and mushrooms. It was always a
dash for the hefted bag of goodies hung on the
handles of his bicycle. Today, look at the rafa
palm trees and the wine-producing trees – they
are all gone. Most of our mangroves that play
host to shes, periwinkles, crabs and other
species have been destroyed” – Celestine
Akpobari.
Territorial markers are destroying our nets
“We have a lot of challenges as shers in our
community. Nipa palm is taking over our rivers
by replacing our natural mangroves. Oil
pollution is a big problem too, but one of our
major challenges as shers now is the issue of
the destruction of our nets by wood pegs or
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markers placed inside our rivers by
neighbouring communities. This has led to the
destruction of our nets – at present, a yard of
net cost us about one thousand two hundred
(1200) Naira, which is too expensive for us.
We reported these conicts to various
ministries, but till now, nothing has been done
to solve the problem” - Andersen Nathaniel.
Stilt Stories from Bundu
Extractive activities, shrunk sheries and bad
times
“In the past, we used to get good sh catch
even from within the community waterfront
without launching deep into the rivers and
seas. The situation is very different today.
Fisheries have shrunk, and things have
become so bad; we no longer get periwinkles
and crabs from the mangroves. All these
problems are due to the heavy presence of oil
pollution from extractive activities and from
the activities of our boys who engage in illegal
crude rening activities.
Apart from the pollution from crude oil, we
also experience soot that blackens everything
around our environment. We call on the
government through the Ministry of
Environment to come to our aid” - Nnadi
Marcus, a community leader/ﬁsher.
Bundu struggles
“I was part of those who joined the struggles
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of the Bundu people to resist the
government from demolishing
the waterfront community. The
Bundu struggle for a clean and
better environment has been on
for a long time” – Celestine
Akpobari, a human rights
activist.
Sand lling (land reclamation)
shrinking our rivers and our
opportunities
“The issue of sand lling is a
major problem affecting the
people living here in Bundu, and
this is in turn affecting our shes
- as we sand ll our rivers, we
drive the shes far off into the deep waters.
The sand lling is also destroying our
mangroves and shrinking opportunities for our
livelihoods.
In the past, we shed around the shores of
Bundu, but now we can't even get crabs from
the shores of our rivers due to hydrocarbon
pollution. To expect to have a good catch, we
have to move deep into the ocean. The
situation is really terrible” – Godwin Siofori
Berisuma, a ﬁsher.
Plastic waste and modern technologies are
a threat to shing
“One of the major threats and challenges we
are having in our community today is the issue
of plastic waste dumping into our rivers. This
is driving away all our shes, and even when
we throw our nets – instead of catching shes,
we catch plastic bags and other plastics
dumped into the rivers.
The other issue is that of pollution from oil
companies and also from illegal reneries in
the coastal communities.
In the past, we used to enjoy fresh sh and
varieties of seafood, but today we no longer
have these foods. Back then when we go for
shing, after a good catch, we would sing.
One of such songs loosely translates to 'A
chicken that cannot paddle a canoe cannot go
to a market in the river.’

We want the government to come to our aid by
cleaning up the plastics pollution and restoring
our mangroves” - Prof. S. D. Awajis (also a
sher).
Deepwater shing caused by pollution
“In the past, we used about two yards of shing
nets to catch a lot of shes from our community
river, but today even when we use ve yards of
nets, we don't catch any sh. We have to go
deep into the rivers/seas just to get a good
catch, but even at that, our ve yards of nets are
not sufcient” - Snow Max Karibo, a female
ﬁsher.
Broken shing laws
“In the past, community laws and traditions
were in place to prevent people from shing in
certain parts of our rivers. Over time, adherence
to these cultural practices have weakened, and
they are often simply ignored. This is a sad
situation. We need to revive those traditional
rules” - Godwin Bereiweriso.
Mangroves for fuelwood
“When I was young, we used to go to the
shing port with our mother, and on getting
there, we would usually get a lot of sh and
periwinkles. We would also cut mangroves for
fuelwood using the belotam machete – a very
strong machete used for cutting red mangrove,
which is used for cooking and for drying of
shes; while we used the white mangrove for
building and construction works in the
community. We also got chicoco mud from the
mangrove, which we used for lling swampy
areas in the community.
It was through the money I got from the sales of
periwinkle and mangrove woods that I was able
to pay my school fees in the university.
In the past, we could get up to ve buckets of
periwinkles from within the waterfront, but
today the story has changed. We can no longer
get any periwinkles from the waterfront. We
have to paddle deep into the mangroves before
we can get periwinkles. The problem here is the
pollution from oil, which has destroyed our
rivers and water bodies.” – Max Karibo34 / ECO ~ INSTIGATOR #32

Siyeofori.
After the dialogue at Bundu, the team took a
boat ride across the Bundu River into the
mangroves to assess the state of the mangroves
and the coastal environment around Bundu. The
team noticed that the hydrocarbon pollution on
the community river is extensive. It was also
observed that freshly released crude oil covered
large areas of the river. Other observations are
outlined below.
Observations
Walking through the narrow streets of Bundu to
the waterfront, one could see a community with
poor sanitation and lacking many basic
amenities. The stories shared in Kono and Bundu
revealed the resolve of the people to protect
their mangrove forests and natural resources
and their passion for community-wide resource
management to secure biodiversity and
livelihoods.
Part of the major observations made about the
challenges in Kono included the nuisance of the
nipa palm, which has invaded and displaced
large areas previously covered by mangroves
and the poor sh catch, forcing shers to sell off
all their catch while their families are deprived of
sh as a source of protein.
It was also observed that the inlet of water from
the ocean that brings shes into the community
has been blocked by silt. This has hampered the
good inow of sh varieties into the community
river and creeks, resulting in low sh catch. Also,
part of the challenges in Kono is the lack of
good educational facilities.
The only craft centre built in the community is
not functional and has been abandoned. The
shers in the community lack electricity and cold
rooms to preserve their sh before taking them
to the market.
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Resolutions
At the end of the interactions, some resolutions were reached. The community people demanded that
their stories be told by them and not by third parties because their stories include community
memories, histories and cultural practices that guide future generations.
It was recommended that all pristine mangrove environments in coastal areas in the Niger Delta be
restored and protected from all forms of extractive activities, and that all nipa palm in Kono be
removed to create room for the mangroves to thrive. The mangroves in Bundu need to be restored
and enlarged in order to revive sheries in the area and to serve as efcient carbon sinks. It was also
recommended that the silted water channels in Kono should be dredged to enable species of shes to
come into the community river through the tidal system.
The shers requested assistance with shing gears. Currently, shing gears and equipment are very
expensive, making it difcult for shers to replace worn-out gears. It was also recommended that a
FishNet Alliance unit be established in Kono community.
Participants at the dialogues also recommended that basic amenities such as electricity (renewable
energy sources) should be provided to enable the shers to preserve their sh catch. They also
advised that the craft centre built by the government in Kono be revamped to enable the youths and
other community people to learn new skills that will provide a means of livelihood for them. Urgent
attention also needs to be paid to the water, sanitation and healthcare challenges in Bundu. The
government was also advised to provide good access roads into Bundu and establish a police station
in the area to check rising insecurity, upgrade the community school to accommodate senior
secondary students in the community, not just students at the junior secondary level as is presently
the case.
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Taming Illegal
Fishing Trawlers
in Bayelsa State
By Ebiegberi Henry Raynus

B

ayelsa is among the
states designated as
very important
Biodiversity Areas (BAs) in
Nigeria. It is ranked the most
deltaic location and is
endowed with wetlands, rivers
and the Atlantic Ocean that
have abundant natural
resources. The aboriginals are
predominantly shers.
The oceans hold different
species of shallow and deepsea shes. This, no doubt,
provides a source of livelihood
to the sherfolk in the area.
Apart from the intra-state
consumption, shes are
exported to other states, which
in turn add to the state's
internally generated revenue
(IGR).
In spite of the ocean's
contribution to the local
economy and food value chain,
sherfolk suffer from the
activities of shing trawlers
through direct attacks, near-
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shore shing, killing of the
smallest of shes and use of
ghost nets known to be a
violation of laws and
regulations of national and
international treaties that
Nigeria is a signatory to.
Bayelsa State does not have
laws that protect the activities
of shers. However, the Fishery
Policy in the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria
provides some policy
statements concerning the
environment under Chapter 2,
which deals with fundamental
objectives and the directive
principles of state policy. The
most relevant sections include
the following:
S. 14 (2) (b): - It is hereby
declared that security and
welfare of the people shall be
the primary purpose of
government.
S. 16 (1) (a): - The State shall,
within the context of the ideals
and objectives for which
provisions are made in this

Constitution, harness the
resources of the nation and
promote national prosperity
and an efcient, dynamic and
self-reliant economy.
S. 17 (2) (d): – In furtherance of
the social order, exploitation of
human or natural resources in
any form whatsoever, for
reasons other than the good of
the community, shall be
prevented.
The above sections beg for the
provision of laws that ensure
all-round protection of
sherfolk - a necessity for a
state such as Bayelsa.
Bayelsa State is peculiar for its
numerous coastlines and long,
lush sandy beaches. It is home
to several endangered species
on the red list of the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
As a result, there is also a
critical need for the adoption of
international standards in
dening shing operations in

The Akassa Development
Foundation (ADF), therefore,
calls on the government of
Bayelsa State to domesticate
the provisions of the Fishery
Policy in the Constitution of
the Federal Republic of
Nigeria. The ADF also calls for
the domestication of
international standards that
ensure that several species of
sea animals, including sh, are
not endangered by illicit
shing activities that affect the
livelihood of sherfolk.

Observations
The ADF is currently
experiencing serious setbacks
in achieving its aim of
protecting the sea turtle
species and supporting
sherfolk. The setbacks are
caused by illegal shing
trawlers that deplete sh
population and survival,
destroys the marine
ecosystems and species at the
verge of extinction with their
dragnets and ghost gears.
Aside from committing these

treacherous acts, they are also
in possession of arms and
ammunition. The activities of
the trawlers endanger the
environment and generate
grave security threats to the
local shers.
In 2013, concerned indigenes
from the Sangana axis of
Akassa Kingdom reported how
pirates in shing trawlers shot
a sher in the head. Also, in
Opu-Okumbiri, trawlers were
alleged to have attacked some
shers along the continental
shelf-shallow waters in 2017.
In another case, tension arose
in the coastal communities of
Brass and Southern Ijaw Local
Government Areas of the State
on 14 September 2018
following the alleged killing of
three persons by operators of
shing trawlers in the areas.
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The ADF, located in Akassa
clan in Bayelsa State,
facilitates community-led
initiatives to protect three
major species of sea turtle,
namely, leatherback (Luth),
Green and Olive Ridley turtles
that are nesting, foraging and
breeding in the area. This is
coupled with the foundation's

provision of technical support
for shing associations in
Akassa. Nigeria was enlisted
as a member of the
convention on migratory
species of fauna and ora
because of the synergy of
actions between the ADF and
Akassa communities.

ECO ~ INSTIGATOR #32 / 37

Fishers accuse shing trawler
operators of damaging their
shing gears, attacking local
anglers and violating maritime
laws.
Again on 24 March 2020, there
was another reported incident
of a citizen who was attacked
by trawling pirates on the high
sea in Brass Local Government
Area.
The communities, in a report
released in Yenagoa by the
Environmental Rights
Action/Friends of the Earth
Nigeria (ERA/FoEN), accused
owners of the trawlers of
killing, theft of shing nets and
sponsored attacks.
The law of the Sea has
stipulated ﬁve nautical miles
away from the coastline or
shoreline for trawlers to
operate.
Besides, captains of trawlers
have been assigned the
responsibility of not going
close to any ﬁshing gears on
the waters, giving a space of
over a mile to any such ﬁshing
gears in the sea.
The law also stipulates that
captains/operators should
promptly report any damage
caused to the property of
other users of the sea.
These laws have not been
respected by the trawlers. The
gross violation of the law needs
to be addressed as it should.
The details specied herein go
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together with many other
negative scenarios bedevilling
Bayelsa sherfolk on the ocean
and coastlines. Many of these
negative scenarios go
unreported.
Recommendations
Fisherfolk suffer the same fate
from the activities of trawlers as
farmers in some regions in
Nigeria suffer from herders. We,
therefore, recommend that the
government of Bayelsa State
should develop a policy or bill
that regulates shing activities
in deep and shallow waters
with caveats that discourage
poachers, trafckers, harvesters,
illegal killing of small shes,
crude shing methods and the
killing of endangered species.
The government should also
charge security parastatals in
the State to arrest and
prosecute shers in possession
of arms and ammunition,
domesticate legislation that
allows for licensed commercial
trawling vessels that support
safe marine ecology, formulate
a law that would ensure inland
waters security, and formulate
an
environmental/agroecological
law that will wholesomely
provide a model for
conservation, protection and
management of marine
biological diversities.

marine sector. The ADF is of the
view that appropriate
legislation and its
implementation would create a
safe and enabling environment
for shers, conservationists and
other ocean users to go about
their business without fear.

Ebiegberi Henry Raynus is
the Youth Aﬀairs/Natural
Resource Coordinator of the
Akassa Development
Foundation (ADF) in Bayelsa
State.

School of Ecology on
Shifting Power Lines

Dialogues with Judiciary
workers

Dialogues with Medical
practitioners

Community Dialogues

Conclusion
Bayelsa State is chiey riverine,
and the State could boost its
internally generated revenue by
exploring opportunities in the

Always visit www.homef.org for upcoming events
and how to participate

BIODIVERSITY: KEY TO CLIMATE
CHANGE, MITIGATION
BY SONALI NARANG
The link between climate change and biodiversity has long been established and is now
widely recognised. According to the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, climate change is
likely to become one of the most signiﬁcant drivers of biodiversity loss by the end of the
century. Climate change is aﬀecting biodiversity by changing the timing of key life events,
increasing vulnerability to pests and natural disasters, and changing habitat conditions.
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T

he climate has always
changed with ecosystems
and species coming and
going. However, swift climate
change affects the ability of
ecosystems and species to
adapt. Climate change is
already forcing biodiversity to
adapt either through shifting
habitat, changing lifecycles, or
the development of new
physical traits. These lead to
increased biodiversity loss with
negative consequences for the
wellbeing of humans and other
species.
The impact of climate change on
biodiversity in the Arctic is
among the most threatening.
This impact is seen not just in
the reduction in the amount of
sea ice but in its thickness and
age. Less ice means less
reective surface, meaning
more rapid melting. The loss of
sea ice has implications on
biodiversity beyond the Arctic.
Less sea ice does not just lead
to changes in seawater
temperature and salinity,
causing changes in primary
productivity and species
composition of plankton and
sh. It also causes large-scale
changes in ocean circulation,
affecting biodiversity well
beyond the Arctic, according to
the Global Biodiversity Outlook
Report 2010.
The Fifth Assessment Report
(AR5) of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
concludes that marine
biodiversity and coastal
ecosystems in the Arctic are
especially at risk from increasing
water temperatures and
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stratication as well as ocean
acidication. According to the
AR5, the Arctic region and coral
reefs are so vulnerable that risks
to biodiversity emerge even
with global average
temperature increases of only
2°C. The report conrms that
climate change impacts have
been felt on all continents and
oceans. It also considers the
role of deforestation, land-use
change and agriculture in the
emission of greenhouse gasses
which impact negatively on
biodiversity and climate change
adaptation.
Climate change is expected to
result in changes in species and
ecosystem structure in the
Amazon forest, increasing risks
for biodiversity. Another
disturbing aspect of climate
change is its impact on cultural
services. Cultural services are
the non-material benets, such
as cultural identity, recreation,
and mental and physical health
that people gain from
biodiversity and ecosystems.
Climate change alters the ability
of ecosystems to provide jobs,
recreational opportunities and
restorative experiences, which
results in a decline in the mental
and physical health of
community people and potential
losses of nature-based tourism
income (Sandifer & Sutton-Grier,
2014, 'Connecting stressors,
ocean ecosystem services, and
human health', Nat. Resour.
Forum, 38 pp. 157-167).
The UN's Global Biodiversity
Outlook 3, in May 2010,
summarised some concerns that

‘CLIMATE CHANGE ALTERS
THE ABILITY OF ECOSYSTEMS
TO PROVIDE JOBS,
RECREATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES
AND RESTORATIVE
EXPERIENCES, WHICH
RESULTS IN A DECLINE IN
THE MENTAL AND
PHYSICAL HEALTH
OF COMMUNITY PEOPLE’
climate change will have on
ecosystems:
“Climate change is already
having an impact on
biodiversity, and is projected to
become a progressively more
signiﬁcant threat in the coming
decades. Loss of Arctic sea ice
threatens biodiversity across
an entire biome and beyond.
The related pressure of ocean
acidiﬁcation, resulting from
higher concentrations of
carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere, is also already
being observed…. Ecosystems
are already showing negative
impacts under current levels of
climate change…which is
modest compared to future
projected changes…. In
addition to warming
temperatures, more frequent
extreme weather events and
changing patterns of rainfall
and drought can be expected to
have signiﬁcant impacts on
biodiversity” (Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological
Diversity, 2010; Global
Biodiversity Outlook 3, May
2010, p.56).

The AR5 highlights the threats
facing biodiversity as a result
of climate change and
concludes that if the global
average temperature reaches
4°C, climate change will likely
become the dominant driver of
ecosystem changes and loss.
Biodiversity and ecosystems
conservation are crucial
Biodiversity conservation is
important because, through
the ecosystem services that
biodiversity supports, climatechange mitigation and
adaptation are advanced.
Conserving natural terrestrial,
freshwater and marine
ecosystems and restoring
degraded ecosystems
(including their genetic and
species diversity) are essential
as ecosystems play a key role
in the global carbon cycle and
in adapting to climate change.
Conserved or restored habitats
can remove carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere, thus
helping to address climate
change by storing carbon. The
AR5 recognises the role of
mangrove, seagrass and salt
marsh ecosystems as
important carbon stores. These
ecosystems need to be
protected and preserved.
Moreover, conserving intact
ecosystems, such as
mangroves, can help to reduce
the disastrous impacts of
climate change, such as
ooding and storm surges.
This is coupled with the
provision of a wide range of
ecosystem services that are
essential for human wellbeing.
Ecosystem-based Adaptation
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The AR5 presents a number of
options to reduce the
vulnerability of biodiversity to
the negative impacts of
climate change. The report
adopted the description of
ecosystem-based adaptation
(EbA) put forth by the Second
Ad hoc Technical Expert Group
on Biodiversity and Climate
Change. According to the
description, EbA is “the use of
biodiversity and ecosystem
services as part of an overall
adaptation strategy to help
people to adapt to the adverse
effects of climate change”.
Ecosystem-based adaptation
can be cost-effective and at
the same time generate social,
economic and cultural benets
as well as contribute to the
conservation of biodiversity. It
includes the sustainable
management, conservation
and restoration of ecosystems
to provide services that help
people adapt to the adverse
effects of climate change.
Conservation and
management strategies that
maintain and restore
biodiversity can be expected to
reduce some of the negative
impacts of climate change.
However, there are rates and
magnitude of climate change
at which natural adaptation
will become increasingly
difcult. Options to increase
the adaptive capacity of
species and ecosystems in the
face of accelerating climate
change include reducing nonclimatic stressors, such as
pollution, over-exploitation,
habitat loss and
fragmentation, and invasive

alien species; wider adoption
of conservation and
sustainable use practices,
including through the
strengthening of protected
area networks; and facilitating
adaptive management by
strengthening monitoring and
evaluation systems.
Examples of ecosystem-based
adaptation activities include
coastal defence through the
maintenance and/or
restoration of mangroves and
other coastal wetlands to
reduce coastal ooding and
coastal erosion and the
sustainable management of
upland wetlands and
oodplains for the
maintenance of water ow
and quality. Other examples
relate to the conservation and
restoration of forests to
stabilize land slopes and
regulate water ows; the
establishment of diverse
agroforestry systems to cope
with increased risk from
changed climatic conditions;
and the conservation of
agrobiodiversity to provide
specic gene pools for crop
and livestock adaptation to
climate change.
The wide adoption of EBA
activities by the different
regions in the world can help
in restoring the earth's
biodiversity and in
ameliorating the climate
situation that the world is
facing today.
Dr Sonali Narang is an Assistant
Professor in the Department of
Political Science, Parul University
Limda, Waghodia Vadodara. She can
be reached via Email:
snarang68@gmail.com

CONTEXTUALISING
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE:
PANACEA FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
ATROCITIES
The environment has been subjected to so much agrant damage basically because there is no
enforcement of laws enacted against such acts. Ruinous exploitation of Nature for the extraction of
capital has been permitted as a necessary evil. Subsidiaries of transnational corporations are leading the
ruin and committing environmental atrocities in countries far off their home bases. This calls for
Environmental Justice to be served to the regions and communities around the world that suffer the
brunt of environmental degradation caused by the transnationals.
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The Health of Mother Earth
Foundation (HOMEF), an
ecological think tank,
brought scholars together in
a two-day School of Ecology
(SoE), held 6-7 April 2021,
to share knowledge and
come up with resolutions on
issues surrounding
Environmental Justice.
The topics covered in the
SoE sessions included:
a) Environmental Justice and
the Right to Life and Dignity,
b) Man and the Natural
Environment,
c) the Cost of Extractives,
d) Environmental Policies
and Laws,
e) Ecocide and the Carbon
Crimes,

f) Justice in a Just Transition,
g) Blue Economy and
Environmental Justice,
h) Environmental
Monitoring,
i) Resource Democracy and
Wellbeing Economy,
j) Upscaling Grassroots
Voices for Environmental
Justice,
k) Citizens Action & Building
Alliances for Environmental
Justice, and
l) Global Threats from
Present Production and
Consumption Models.
Presentations on the topics
were delivered by Prof.
Gabriel Umoh, Daniel
Ribero, Dr Babatunde
Bernard, Dipti Bhatnager,
Alberto Acosta, Morris
Alagoa, Ikal Angelei,
Akinbode Oluwafemi,
Nnimmo Bassey and Ivonne
Yanez. Scholars from
different parts of the world
attended the session
virtually, while there were
participant clusters in Benin
City, Port Harcourt and Uyo.
The director of HOMEF,
Nnimmo Bassey, in his
opening remarks, shared
that Environmental Justice is
tied to the activities of coal
mining, oil and gas
exploitation, colonial
agriculture/plantation,
destructive deep-sea
mining, trawling/industrial
shing and related activities.
He enjoined scholars at the
SoE to note that
environmental injustices do
not occur randomly or
fortuitously as they are tied

ECO ~ INSTIGATOR #32 / 43

to environmental racism and
are rooted in systems of
slavery, colonialism and
capitalism.
It was noted at the SoE that
every environmental justice
issue is both local as well as
international. This is
because there is usually a
global structure that sees
certain regions in the world
as areas in which
environmental evil can be
perpetrated with impunity,
and there are certain local
and national structures
aiding and abetting them.
Some light was shed on the
importance of
environmental eld
monitoring in the quest for
environmental justice.
Attention was called to the
possibility of discrepancies
between a eld monitor's
observation, community
members' testimonies and
corporations' observations
about some environmental
disasters.
The sacredness of facts and
truths in environmental eld
monitoring and reporting
was emphasised. The need
to provide insurance covers
for the lives of
environmental eld monitors
was also highly
recommended.

From the presentations and
interactions at the session, it
was observed that
environmental injustice issues
include companies' destruction
of enormous acres of land in
communities where they
operate, privatisation of water
and other basic resources, land
grabbing, channelling of waste
into community rivers, toxic
waste dumping, oil spill
incidents, underground coal
mining, mangrove destruction,
gas aring, the acceptance of
GMOs, use of dangerous
chemicals by big companies,
and soot. These scenarios stop
communities from depending
on their ecosystems to supply
their needs. The fact that
extractive companies, rather
than alleviate, have worsened
the conditions of the poorest in
their host and surrounding
communities ranks among the
highest forms of environmental
injustice.
It was also observed that the
extractive activities of oil, gas
and mining companies have led
to militarisation and conict,
corruption, land grab and
oppression, major
environmental impacts, climate
crises and numerous economic
impacts. Environmental justice
is, thus, a holistic struggle for
land, energy, food, water and
gender rights.
At the end of the two-day SoE,
scholars reached some
resolutions. First, they agreed
that there is a great need for a
climate-just world that is free
from patriarchy and all systems
of oppression, domination and
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inequality. Second, we must
end the notion of limitless
economic growth because we
live in a nite world. Third, the
view of resources as something
that humans have a complete
right to, thus leading to the
commodication of nature,
should be discarded because, in
the actual sense, a price tag
cannot be placed on nature.
Fourth, the fact that a country
has a resource does not mean
that it must exploit it.
There is a need to learn from
countries like Costa Rica that
have crude oil but are not
extracting it; yet they have a
thriving economy.
Fifth, we must de-commodify
nature in its entirety and uphold
the right of citizens to a good
life. Sixth, the full
implementation of
Environmental Impact
Assessment law is vital for
environmental justice. Seventh,
governments must tackle the
challenges to the full
implementation of
environmental laws, which
include poor planning (due to
lack of time/will for long-term
planning), limited legal
framework and poor funding of
government agencies in charge
of enforcing the laws.
Finally, governments,
corporations, NGOs and
individuals have roles to play in
ensuring environmental justice.

‘THERE IS A GREAT
NEED FOR A
CLIMATE-JUST
WORLD THAT IS FREE
FROM PATRIARCHY
AND ALL SYSTEMS OF
OPPRESSION,
DOMINATION AND
INEQUALITY’

Field Reports

OPUAMA OIL SPILL
AND THE TRAGEDIES

Location: Opuama community, Egbema Kingdom, Warri North Local
Government Area, Delta State.A HOMEF Field Report: 18th March 2021.

O

puama community is located in Egbema Kingdom in Warri North Local Government Area (LGA)
of Delta State. It takes three hours by speed boat to get to Opuama through the Benin River.
Opuama community has about forty-two (42) villages.
The community was host to Shell for over 35 years before Nigerian Petroleum Development Company
Ltd (NPDC) and Elcrest Exploration and Production Nigeria Ltd. (ELCREST, a joint venture between
Starcrest Nigeria Energy and Seplat's Eland Oil and Gas), took over oil and gas operation in the
community.
Terrifying Oil Spill in Opuama
On Wednesday, 17 March 2021, a HOMEF monitor visited Opuama community and held a meeting
with the elders following a terrifying oil spill that occurred on 14 March 2021.
The meeting was attended by Chief Julius Lobor, the Amakosuwei of Opuama (the oldest man and
head of Opuama), Bernard Adam, Zeblun Yorki, Stephen Adam, Eliknnass Toru, Stanley Ejoor, Paul
Toruwei and others.

Mr Stanley Ejoor, the spokesperson and interpreter for the group, laid bare his peoples' worries
and grievances as he conﬁrmed the spill. He stated: “Yes, there was a spill from the ﬂow station
pipeline which is less than 2 kilometres from the community. It occurred in the early hours of
Sunday, 14 March 2021. The spill was accompanied by a heavy smell of gas, and it was like a
cloud which covered the whole community, so messages were sent round the community that
no one should put on ﬁre for fear of gas explosion.”
Mr Paul Toruwei, a youth leader in one of Opuama's satellite communities, shed more light on
the people's predicament following the spill. “We lost a lot on that fateful Sunday. There were
lots of ﬁsh and other aquatic animals washing up on our shores, lifeless. Our youths carried a lot
of them on that day to the Opuama ﬂow station and le them there for the oil company,” Mr
Paul stated helplessly.
Unending Tragedies
But the tragedies did not end there. The sudden numbing dread and unrest owing through the
community had a deeper cause, which was revealed in full when Mr Paul cried out, “We lost one of
our elders, Pa. Anthony Ebiogbo as a result of the incident.”
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The youth leader had a lot more to say with
regard to the devastating effects of the oil spill
on the community. “Because of the pollution,
we had to shut down schools for the safety of
our children, as there have been lots of
complaints from parents in the community, and
there is no hospital to run to here in Opuama.
There has been total lockdown of economic
activities here in our community,” the youth
leader complained.
HOMEF's monitor noted that a cottage hospital
built and commissioned by the oil company
had no permanent doctors and nurses to attend
to the medical needs of the community
members. A set of doctors and nurses were
sent to the hospital about one week after the
oil spill disaster. The community's women and
children were found searching for usable water
as their major source of water had been ruined
by the oil spill.
No More Fish Here
With the oil spill clearly seen on the community
river, one can only imagine the tragedy that the
aquatic lives underneath have gone through,
much like the suffering of the community
people.
One aggrieved woman lamented,
"When I got married into this community, ﬁsh
and periwinkle were surplus, but now there is no
ﬁsh at all. We now buy one “scumbia” ﬁsh 1000
Naira and to transport it from Sapele to here
(Opuama) costs 1500 Naira! We are too angry to
even make ﬁre to cook anything these days. We
cannot even ﬁnd small tilapia anymore. There is
no ﬁsh anymore! We labour from morning till
night and have nothing to show for our eﬀorts.
We are hungry, and we have suﬀered in this
place; gas leakage and crude oil spill have
destroyed everything.”

Yet another woman bewailed: "We are
experiencing etches. This is our death! We are
hungry; we no longer have ﬁsh to eat. The gas
leak is killing people in our community.”
A community youth also mentioned that some
persons fainted as a result of the oil spill and
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accompanying smell but were later revived. “Pa
Anthony was not so lucky,” the youth said.
Although some of the elders in the community
said that they could not ascertain the cause of
the death of Pa Anthony Ebiogbo, the youth
strongly believes his death is connected to the
oil spill. He took HOMEF's monitor round the
community and gave his own opinion on the
matter. He explained that Pa Anthony had lived
most of his life in Lagos and had just moved
back home to Opuama a few months back. He
claimed that Pa Anthony was angry about the
pollution caused by the oil spills. Pa Anthony
had lamented that all his life in Lagos, he had
never experienced such pollution nor lived with
such a smell (as emanated from the oil spill). Pa
Anthony was said to have collapsed less than
20 minutes after his lamentations.
However, one thing stands clear here: that the
oil spills from the oil companies operating in
Opuama community are putting the lives of the
inhabitants in danger. The activities of these
companies are making life difcult for the
community by disrupting their natural
ecosystems and halting their vibrant economic
activities.
The Community Demands:
1.
Immediate clean-up of the spilt oil
2.
Provision of alternative sources of
potable water supply
3.
Immediate provision of relief materials
and adequate compensation for
damage done.
HOMEF Recommends
1.
Environmental audit of the entire
Opuama Kingdom and the immediate
remediation and restoration of the
environment.
2.
Running of medical tests on the people
of the community and providing
adequate healthcare for ALL community
members.
3.
Oil companies should not be hasty to
declare the “cause” of oil spills until after a
proper and thorough Joint Inspection Visit (JIV).

Health of Mother Earth Foundation

