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Foreword

For anyone not familiar with the Niger Delta the stories of ecological devastation coming from
the region 1s astonishing and unbelievable. Almost seven years of exploration and exploitation with
little or no sense of responsibility has left the area the perfect example of a territory sacrificed for
capital. A modicum of care could be identified in the misfit of reckless extraction in other areas
and in other epochs, including colonial times. Such irresponsibilities could be attributed to the

unabashed dash for profit.

While the irresponsible actions of oil companies can be said to have been propelled by similar drive
for profit, the behaviour of government and sociopolitical leaders cannot be hung on that odious
excuse. We say so, because the studies carried out on the Niger Delta environment has clearly
shown that what has happened here is an environmental genocide— as starkly stated by the
Bayelsa State Oil and Environment Commussion report. No one can engage in or permit genocide
for any sort of profit.

This compilation has looked at four reports — the Niger Delta Environment Survey (NDES)
commissioned by Shell Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria Limited (SPDC); the
Assessment of the Environment of Ogoni by the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP); the BSOEC report already mentioned and the report by Kabetkeche Women
Development and Resource Centre. All reports present damning evidence of unacceptable lack of
care regarding the health of the people and their environment. Of the four selected reports we
note that the final report of the NDES commissioned by Shell has never been made public.

This report is issued as a reminder to oil companies of whatever hue, the governments of any
shade and the suffering people of the Niger Delta and of the world that the ecological crimes
committed and documented must be accounted for. Those reports cannot be consigned to
bookshelves or cabinets. They must be acted on. After decades of exploitation, extraction,
expropriation, and extermination we believe it is time for remediation, recovery, restoration and

reparation.
We demand accountabi]ity and action.

Nnimmo Bassey

Executive Director, HOMEF
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Executive
Summary

This document synthesizes findings from four landmark studies on the environmental and human
impacts of o1l extraction in the Niger Delta: the Niger Delta Environmental Survey (1991-1997),
the Ogoni Environmental Assessment (2011), the Bayelsa Environmental Genocide Report
(2024), and the Kebetkache Report on the Impact of Oil Extraction on Women’s Health (2024).
Across decades, these reports collectively present a consistent and compelling body of evidence of
widespread ecological degradation, persistent pollution, and profound socio-economic and health

consequences for affected communities.

The analysis reveals that despite periods of halted oil production, particularly in Ogoniland,
environmental damage has continued through recurring oil spills, abandoned infrastructure, and
insufficient remediation efforts. These conditions have severely compromised land, water systems,
livelihoods, and public health, with women and vulnerable groups bearing disproportionate
impacts.

In light of these findings, the renewed push to reopen oil wells in Ogoniland raises significant
concerns. The evidence underscores the urgent need to prioritize comprehensive clean-up,
ecological restoration, and land reclamation over further extraction. Restoration of the Niger
Delta 1s a long-term, generational undertaking that requires sustained commitment and

coordinated action.

This document does not advance unfounded claims but builds on established research to highlight
the continuing responsibility of International O1l Companies and the Nigerian state. It calls for
transparent, accountable, and timely interventions that center environmental justice, community

well-being, and sustainable futures for the region.
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The Shell Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria initiated the Niger Delta

Environmental Survey (NDES) in the early 1990s as a multi-year, multi-

disciplinary study to document the environmental and socio-economic conditions

of the Niger Delta.

Conducted: 1991-1997

* Coverage: Entire Niger Delta region (=70,000 km?)

* Participants: Nigerian and international scientists,
universities, and research institutions

® Purpose: Establish a baseline environmental database

and guide sustainable development planning.

SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY
NDES was one of the largest environmental studies ever
undertaken in Africa at the time. Key Components:

* FEcological surveys (flora, fauna, biodiversity)

* Hydrological and coastal studies

* Soil and land use analysis

e Socio-economic assessments

* Remote sensing and GIS mapping

Outputs:
* Environmental maps and datasets
® Technical reports across sectors

* Policy and planning recommendations

KEY ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS
a. Highly Fragile F.cosystem

NDES identified the Niger Delta as:
* One of the largest wetlands in the world
* FEcologically rich but extremely sensitive to disturbance
® The interrelationship between land, water and

biological resources is very strong.

Key Insight:
Small environmental changes can cause disproportionate

damage.

b. Widespread Environmental Degradation in the Niger
Delta

Oil exploration and production activities have contributed
to environmental problems. Other causes include
urbanization, deforestation and over-exploitation of
natural resources. The survey documented multiple
Stressors:

* Oil exploration and spills

* Gas flaring

e Deforestation

¢ Coastal erosion

* Urban expansion

Observation:
Environmental degradation was already significant and

expanding in the 199os.

c. Oil Pollution as a Major Environmental Risk
NDES confirmed that oil-related activities were a major
contributor to environmental damage. Impacts Identified:
* Soil contamination
* Water pollution
* Vegetation damage
* Loss of biodiversity
However, the report also emphasized multiple causes,
including pipeline failures, operational issues, and third-

party interference

d. Severe Coastal and Erosion Challenges

‘Coastal erosion i1s a major problem in the Niger Delta.
‘Shoreline retreat is evident in many coastal communities.
‘Loss of land due to wave action and sea-level dynamics
Implication:

Communities and infrastructure at increasing risk
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e. Decline in Biodiversity

NDES recorded:

*  “Mangrove forests are under threat from human activities.”

e “There is a decline in fish and wildlife resources.”

» “Habitat loss is occurring in many parts of the Niger Delta.”

Key Finding:
Biodiversity loss was linked to:
¢ Oil pollution
* Over-exploitation

e Habaitat alteration

f. Water and hydrology System Vulnerability

* “The hydrological system (rivers, creeks, and groundwater) is

complex and highly interconnected.”
* “Pollutants can easily spread through the system.”
* “Surface water and groundwater are vulnerable to

contamination.”

Result:
Local contamination can become regional environmental

problems.

Socio-Economic Findings
g. High Dependence on Natural Resources
* “The people of the Niger Delta depend heavily on natural
resources.”
* “Environmental degradation has affected livelihoods.”

o “Thereis widespread poverty in many communities.”

Communities rely heavily on:
* Fishing
* Farming

¢ Forest resources

Implication:
Environmental damage directly translates to:
e T.oss of livelihoods

* Food insecurity

h. Poverty Amid Resource Wealth
NDES highlighted a paradox:
vRegion produces major o1l wealth

vlLocal communities face poverty and underdevelopment.

1. Population Pressure and Urbanization

* Increasing population growth

* FExpansion of settlements into fragile ecosystems
Result:

Additional environmental stress.

Institutional
and
Governance
findings

a. Weak Environmental Management Systems
Governance & Data
* “Environmental management is constrained by
lack of data.”
* “There is inadequate coordination among
agencies.”
NDES identified:
* Inadequate regulatory enforcement
* Limited environmental monitoring
* Poor coordination among agencies

b. Data Gaps and Lack of Baseline Information
e “Environmental management is constrained by
lack of data.”
NDES itself was meant to: Fill this gap, and Provide a

scientific foundation for policy.

KEY RECOMMENDATITIONS OF NDES
Integrated Environmental Management
* “There is a need for an integrated approach to
environmental management.”
* “Planning should take account of the
interrelationship  between land, water and
biological resources.”

* Holistic approach to land, water, and resource use

Strengthening Institutional Capacity
* “Institutional arrangements for environmental
management should be strengthened.”
* “There 1a need for improved coordination among
agencies.”

* Improved enforcement of environmental laws
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The Environmental Assessment of Ogoniland was commuissioned by the Federal Government of Nigeria in

2006 and carried out by the United Nations Environment Programme to determine the scale, impact, and

long-term consequences of oil pollution in Ogoniland in Rivers State, Niger Delta. The assessment,

conducted between 2009 and 2011, represents one of the most comprehensive environmental studies ever

undertaken in an o1l-producing region.

The investigation involved extensive scientific fieldwork across the four Ogoni local government areas

namely Khana, Gokana, Tai, and Eleme, combined with laboratory analysis and community consultations.

SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY
To ensure scientific accuracy, the report used one of the
largest environmental sampling exercises in the Niger
Delta. The study covered more than 200 oil-polluted
locations and involved large-scale environmental
sampling and technical analysis. Key statistics from the
investigation include:
® 00+ contaminated sites examined
* 122 kilometres of oil pipeline rights-of-way
surveyed
* 80 soil boreholes drilled
* 142 groundwater monitoring wells installed
* More than 4,000 environmental samples collected
¢ Over 5,000 medical records reviewed
¢ Consultations with more than 23,000 residents of
Ogoni
These

accredited laboratories to ensure scientific rehability.

samples were analyzed in internationally
The report concluded that the contamination in
Ogoniland was “far more extensive, deeper and more

complex than previously understood.”

Over 23,000 People Consulted During the Study
The Ogoni investigation involved extensive community
consultations across Ogoniland. The process included:

* Meetings with local leaders and residents

* Engagement with government regulators

* Interviews with o1l industry representatives

* More than 23,000 people were consulted during the

assessment.

This participatory approach ensured that community
experiences were incorporated into the scientific

findings.
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FINDINGS OF THE OGONI REPORT
a. Oil Pollution in Ogoniland Ts Far More Extensive
Than Previously Known
The Ogoni assessment established that decades of oil
exploration and production have caused extensive
environmental damage across Ogoniland. Oil pollution
was detected in:

¢ Soil

e Surface water

¢ Groundwater

e Creeks

¢ Sediments

* Mangrove forests

* Agricultural land
According to the report:

LT

Ollcommtlonh()gozﬁmdbwidemud
and severely impacting soil, groundwater,
surface water and ecosystems.
In many locations, oil spills had spread beyond
fheorlgindly identified spill sites, indicating
that contamination had migrated through soil
G\dmdwuferawrﬂmadlommhuﬂm
across Ogoniland was much deeper and more
widespread than earlier estimates by
regulators and oil companies.

The environmental contamination discovered in
Ogoniland is both widespread and severely
impacting many components of the
environment.



b. Benzene Found g9oo Times Above Safe Drinking
Water Limits
In Nisisioken Ogale community, the report found
extremely high concentrations of benzene, a known
carcinogenic compound found in petroleum products.
Key statistics include:
» Benzene levels goo times higher than World Health
Organization safety limits
e An 8-centimetre layer of refined oil floatingon
groundwater used for drinking.
The contamination of drinking water with benzene and
other hydrocarbons is a serious threat to public health.”
The report identified at least ten communities where
groundwater used for drinking was heavily contaminated,
prompting recommendations for immediate provision of
safe drinking water.
This s a major public health concern requiring

immediate intervention.

c.Pollution Penetrates Soil Up to 5 Metres Deep
UNEP scientists found petroleum hydrocarbons as deep
as five metres underground, meaning pollution was not

surface. This made
significantly more difficult. The report noted:

limited to the remediation

In several areas oil has migrated to
depths of at least five metres.”
This deep contamination complicates
remediation and increases the time
required
for environmental restoration.

d. Some Spills Remain Uncleaned After 40 Years
(Ineffective Oil Spill Cleanup Practices)
In many locations the report investigated, oil spills
dating back several decades had never been properly
remediated. The report found that some sites
previously declared clean by oil operators still
contained significant contamination. This raised
questions about the effectiveness of past remediation
practices. The report identified serious weaknesses in
past o1l spill response and cleanup practices, including:

* Poor remediation techmques

* Inadequate environmental monitoring

* Weak regulatory oversight

¢ Failure to remove contaminated soil

In several cases, oil spills that occurred more than 40 years
earlier remained uncleaned.

The report observed:

“In several instances, pollution had spread beyond the

boundaries of the site marked for remediation.”

e. Mangrove Ecosystems Have Been Devastated
Mangrove forests in Ogoniland, critical breeding grounds
for tish, have suffered extensive damage due to oil
pollution. Mangroves play essential roles in:

 Protecting coastlines

e Serving as fish breeding grounds

e FHiltering pollutants from water
However, the report found that many mangrove swamps in
Ogoniland had been severely damaged. Key observations
inchude.

e Mangrove roots coated with crude ol

o Large areas of dead mangrove vegetation

e Loss of fish breeding habitats
The report states:

Mangroves in Ogoniland have
‘been extensively damaged by
oil contamination.”
In some areas, oil formed
thick crusts over tidal mudflats,
preventing natural regeneration of vegetation.

f. Fishing and Farming Livelihoods Severely Aftected

Oil pollution has had severe economic consequences for
local communities whose livelihoods depend on agriculture
and fishing. The report documented:

e Contaminated farmlands

Declining fish populations

Reduced crop productivity

Loss of fishing grounds
These impacts have significantly weakened the traditional
economic base of Ogoni communities. The report noted:

o “The has had
implications for the livelihoods and health of the

environmental damage serious

Ogoni people.
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g. Air Pollution and Health Risks
* The report assessment also documented environmental
health risks linked to air pollution. Sources included:
* Gas flaring
* Burning of spilled crude oil
* Artisanal refining activities
* Exposure to hydrocarbons through air, soil, and water
poses risks such as:
* Respiratory diseases
e Skin disorders
e Potential long-term cancer risk
It concluded that continued exposure to petroleum

hydrocarbons represents a serious public health concern.

h. Drinking Water Is Unsafe in Multiple Communities
* Beyond Ogale, the report identified at least 10
communities where groundwater contamination was
serious enough to pose health risks. The report
emphasized the need for immediate provision of safe
drinking water.
i. Environmental Restoration Could Take 25-30 Years
* There is an estimate that restoring Ogoniland’s
environment would require several decades of sustained
cleanup. The report warned:
* The environmental restoration of Ogoniland could prove
to be the world’s most wide-ranging and long-term oil

cleanup exercise ever undertaken.”
3. RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Emergency Measures
1. Emergency Provision of Drinking Water
* Immediate supply of safe drinking water to impacted
communities
* Closure of contaminated wells (e.g., Nisisioken Ogale)

* Installation of water treatment systems.

2. Immediate Health Protection Measures
Establishment of health registries

Medical examination of affected populations
Public health awareness on hydrocarbon exposure
2. Immediate Pollution Control

Urgent steps to stop ongoing oil spills
Maintenance and integrity testing of pipelines

Strengthening operational practices

B. Institutional Framework
1. Establishment of Ogoniland Environmental Restoration
Authority
* Central coordinating body for all remediation activities
* Oversight of implementation and funding
* Independent and transparent governance structure
2. Establishment of Environmental Restoration Fund
* Initial capital: $1 billion
* Joint funding by oil industry and government

e Long-term financing for remediation
3. Creation of a Centre of Excellence for Environmental

Restoration
Dedicated institution for:
 Training environmental professionals
* Developing remediation expertise
* Supporting environmental research and innovation

e To build local capacity in environmental management

C. Environmental Remediation
1. Contaminated Soil Management
Establishment of an Integrated Contaminated Soil
Management Centre (ICSMC)
Central facility for:
* Treatment and disposal of contaminated soils
* Development of soil remediation technologies
* Use of best international practices in soil cleanup.
2. Cleanup of Contaminated Sites
* Systematic remediation of polluted land
* Removal of hydrocarbons from soil
* Application of appropriate remediation technologies
3. Groundwater Remediation
* Long-term treatment of contaminated aquifers
* Monitoring of groundwater quality
e Prevention of further contamination
4- Surface Water and Sediment Remediation
* Cleanup of creeks, streams and wetlands
* Removal of oil layers and contaminated sediments

 Restoration of aquatic ecosystems
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5. Mangrove Restoration
e Rehabilitation of degraded mangrove forests
¢ Replanting and ecological recovery
e Protection against re-contamination
6. Decommissioning of O1l Infrastructure
¢ Safe removal of obsolete pipelines and facilities

¢ FEnvironmental risk assessments of abandoned assets

D. Oil Industry Practices
1. Review of O1l Industry Standards
¢ Adoption of international environmental standards
e Regular pipeline inspection and maintenance
e Improved spill detection systems
2. Strengthening Regulatory Oversight
e Capacity building for regulators
e Independent monitoring systems

e Strict enforcement of environmental laws

E. Community Participation and Livelihoods
1. Community Engagement
¢ Inclusion of communities in decision-making
e Participation in remediation programmes
¢ Transparent communication
2. Livelihood Restoration
e Support for agriculture and fisheries
¢ Alternative income programmes

e Skills training and employment

F. Public Health
1. Long-Term Health Monitoring

e Epidemiological studies

e Monitoring of pollution-related diseases
2. Strengthening Health Infrastructure

e Establishment of healthcare facilities

e Provision of specialized treatment

CONCLUSION

G. Monitoring and Transparency

1. Environmental Monitoring
e Continuous monitoring of soil, water and air
e Data collection and analysis

2. Transparency and Reporting
e Public disclosure of environmental data

e Regular reporting on remediation progress

H. ]mplementation Strategy

1. Phased Implementation

* Emergency phase

e Remediation phase

* Long-term restoration phase
2. Long-Term Timeline

e Estimated 25-30 years for full restoration

I. Legal and Policy Framework

1. Strengthening Environmental Legislation
Review and update laws

Improve enforcement

Ensure accountability

J. Cross-Cutting Recommendations
1. Multi-Stakeholder Collaboration
Coordination among:

Government

Oil companies

Communities

International partners

In closing the report mentioned that the environmental
restoration of Ogoniland could prove to be
the most wide-ranging and long-term

ol clean-up exercise ever undertaken.

The report established that oil pollution in
Ogoniland 1s widespread, deep, and long-standing,
affecting soil, groundwater, ecosystems, and public
health. Addressing the damage requires billions of

dollars,

decades of sustained remediation, and strong institutional oversight.
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The report titled “An Environmental Genocide: Counting the Human and Environmental Cost of Oil in Bayelsa, Nigeria”

is a comprehensive investigation into more than 6o years of oil exploration and pollution in Bayelsa State, the heart of

Nigeria’s Niger Delta oil industry.

The investigation was conducted for a period of four years, starting from 2019 and 2023, by an international commission

comprising environmental scientists, lawyers, and policy experts.

The inquiry involved:
* Scientific analysis of environmental contamination
* Review of o1l spill records and regulatory data
* Community consultations
® Tnterviews with residents across affected communities

* Field visits and technical assessments.

The commission concluded that the environmental destruction
in Bayelsa is so severe that it constitutes what it described as
“environmental genocide.”

The report’s central findings are that decades of oil extraction
have produced a massive environmental disaster affecting

ecosystems, public health, and local economies.
a. Historical Context: Oil Development in Bayelsa

Before the discovery of oil, Bayelsa was home to one of the
largest mangrove ecosystems in the world and a region rich in
biodiversity. Oil exploration in the Niger Delta began in 1956
when the first commercial oil well was drilled in Oloibiri,
Bayelsa State.
Since then:

e The state has become one of Nigeria’s major oil-

producing regions.
* Bayelsa accounts for about 18-20% of Nigeria’s oil

production.

Despite this enormous resource wealth, the report argues that
Bayelsa communities have received little economic benefit
while bearing disproportionate environmental costs.

A key observation in the report states:

“Few places have suffered more than the state of Bayelsa.”
The state has just over 1% of Nigeria’s population but has
suffered more than 25% of recorded oil pollution incidents

nationwide.

SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY OF THE
INVESTIGATION

The Commission carried out one of the most comprehensive
environmental inquiries ever undertaken in the Niger Delta.
The investigation assessed pollution levels, health impacts, and

economic losses in Bayelsa. Key elements of the investigation

included:

* Data collected from numerous impacted communities in
Nembe, Southern Tjaw, Yenagoa, Ekeremor and Ogbia

e Environmental sampling and analysis

* Interviews with over soo residents and community
stakeholders

* Analysis of spill records from regulators and oil operators

The report also analyzed oil spill data from the National Oil
Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA) and other

independent sources.

KEY FINDINGS
a. Scale of Oil Pollution in Bayelsa

The report describes pollution in Bayelsa as catastrophic in scale
and duration. The commission estimates that oil spills in Bayelsa
over the years amount to 1o to 15 times the volume of the Exxon
Valdez disaster, one of the worst oil spills in history.

Another striking estimate states that; “Up to r.5 barrels of oil
have been spilled for every person living in Bayelsa. In some
places, such as Southern Tjaw, the figure rises to six barrels per
resident.”

These figures highlight the extraordinary scale of environmental

contamination.

Major Statistics

* 3,508 oil spills were recorded in Bayelsa between 2006 and
2020.

 This represents about 25% of all oil spills in Nigeria.

* The state experienced an average of 234 spills every year.

* About 109,940 barrels of oil were spilled during this period
alone.

* The report notes that in some periods the state has
experienced an oil spill roughly every 12 hours for 14 years.

* 88% of the spills are linked to facilities operated by five
international oil companies.

The commission summarizes the crisis with a stark statement:

e “The people of Bayelsa are living with the consequences of a
catastrophic failure of environmental protection.”
® “This environmental catastrophe represents one of the worst

cases of oil pollution in the world.”
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b. Long-Term Oil Spill Estimates

Looking at the longer historical period since oil production
began, the Commission estimates that Bayelsa has suffered
between 2 and 3.5 million barrels of o1l spilled over the past 60
years.

The report argues that official statistics likely underestimate
the scale of pollution. Independent assessments suggest that:
“9-13 million barrels of oil were spilled in the Niger Delta
between 1958 and 2010.”

The Commission compares the scale of the disaster to the
Exxon Valdez oil spill, one of the worst environmental
disasters in U.S. history. According to the report: “Pollution
in Bayelsa alone could equal ro-15 times the volume of the

Exxon Valdez spill.”

c. Per Capita Oil Spill Exposure
One of the most shocking statistics in the report 18 the

estimate of oil pollution relative to the population.
The Commission estimates that:

* 1.5 barrels of oil have been spilled for every resident of
Bayelsa.
* In Southern Ijaw LGA, the figure may be as high as six

barrels per person.

These figures highlight the extraordinary intensity of oil

contamination experienced by local communities.

d. Gas Flaring and Air Pollution
The report identifies gas flaring as another major
environmental hazard. Key statistics include:
* 14 million cubic metres of gas flared daily at 7 facilities in
Bayelsa.
* Gas flaring occurs at 17 oil and gas facilities across the
state.

This has led to severe air pollution.

In some communities: “Air pollutant levels exceed World
Health Organisation safety limits by more than ten times.”
Gas flaring also contributes to:

e Acid rain

* Crop damage

* Soil degradation

¢ Climate change.

e. Ecological and Environmental Damage
The report highlights severe environmental destruction across
Bayelsa and the Niger Delta

* Africa’s largest wetland ecosystem

* The largest mangrove forest in Africa

* One of the largest mangrove ecosystems globally.

However, decades of oil extraction have dramatically altered the
environment, leaving large areas polluted and ecologically
degraded. The report states that as much as 40% of mangrove
forests have already been lost in parts of the Niger Delta due to

o1l pollution and related activities.

The destruction of mangroves has had cascading ecological
consequences including:

* Loss of fish breeding habitats

* Decline in biodiversity

* Collapse of wetland ecosystems.

The report warns that entire species populations have been

wiped out in some polluted areas.

f. Toxic Contamination of Soil and Water
The report finds that oil pollution has contaminated nearly
every part of the natural environment, including:

e Rivers

e Creeks

* Mangrove forests

e Farmland

¢ Groundwater

e Coastal wetlands
The report found:

* Toxic hydrocarbons in soil and groundwater

* Heavy metal contamination in soil and water sources across
large areas of the state.

* Persistent petroleum pollutants in rivers and wetlands.

* Chromium levels in groundwater over 1,000 times the
WHO safety hmat.

* Total petroleum hydrocarbons exceeding safe levels by up
to one million times in some locations. These pollutants
have contaminated drinking water sources, agricultural

land, and drastically reduced biodiversity.
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g. Impact on Biodiversity and Ecosystems

The Niger Delta once supported rich ecosystems of mangrove
forests, Fish populations, Bird species, Wetland biodiversity. Oil
pollution has led to Destruction of mangrove forests, Loss of fish
breeding grounds, Massive decline in wildlife populations, and
Degradation of wetlands.

The report notes that many species have been wiped out in

polluted areas, threatening ecological balance.

h.Public Health Crisis
One of the most disturbing aspects of the report is its findings on
public health impacts. The report describes the environmental
disaster as also a major public health emergency. Hundreds of
thousands of people now live in polluted environments where
they:

¢ Drink contaminated water

* Fish in polluted rivers

* Breathe polluted air.

Health consequences linked to pollution exposure include:
* Respiratory diseases
e Cancer
e Skin diseases

e Birth defects

e Chronic illnesses

Researches cited in the report affirmed that oil spill exposure
contributed to about 16,000 neonatal deaths in Nigeria in 2012
alone. Life expectancy in Bayelsa is estimated at about so years,

roughly four years below Nigeria’s national average.

1.E.conomic Consequences
Oil pollution has devastated the traditional economy of Bayelsa
communities. Historically, residents relied on Fishing, Farming
and Mangrove harvesting. However, contamination has
destroyed these livelihoods. Pollution has led to:

* Collapse of fisheries

e Reduced agricultural productivity

* Food insecurity

* Rising poverty.

* Youth unemployment

e Social conflicts

* Participation in artisanal refining and oil theft.

The report also highlights the irony that Bayelsa produces huge
oil wealth. For example, oil produced in Bayelsa generates about
$ro billion annually in government revenue. Yet the state
remains one of the poorest regions in Nigeria. Pollution has
severely reduced these livelihoods.

For examp]e:

Only 3% of people in oil spill-affected communities are food
secure, compared with 67% in non-affected communities.

‘47% of children in some polluted communities are
underweight, more than double the rate in parts of southern

Nigeria.

J. Causes of the Environmental Crisis

The Commission attributes the environmental disaster to
several systemic failures. These include:

r.Failure of Strategy: Oil companies and regulators failed to
adopt long-term environmental protection strategies.

2.Failure of Prevention: Poor pipeline maintenance and aging
infrastructure increased the risk of spills.

3.Failure of Response: Spill response has often been slow and
ineffective.

4-Failure of Remediation: Cleanup operations have frequently
been inadequate or poorly implemented.

The report also criticizes weak regulatory enforcement and

political complicity.

k. Why the Report Calls It “Environmental Genocide”
The report uses the phrase “environmental genocide” to
describe the scale and systematic nature of environmental
destruction. The Commission argues that Bayelsa communities
have been forced to:

e ].ive on contaminated land

* Drink polluted water

* Breathe polluted air

* [.ose traditional livelihoods.

This prolonged environmental destruction, the report argues,

represents a grave injustice to the people of Bayelsa.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE REPORT
The report proposes a large-scale environmental recovery
programme. The Commission recommends mobilizing $12
billion over 12 years to:

* Clean up polluted land and water

* Restore ecosystems and mangroves

* Improve public health infrastructure

* Support alternative livelihoods

* Facilitate a transition toward renewable energy.

¢ Stronger Environmental Regulation

 Strict enforcement of the “polluter pays” principle

¢ Independent monitoring of oil companies

¢ Compensation for affected communities

* Investment in sustainable development and renewable

cnergy
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A breakdown of the recommendations
1.A Comprehensive Bayelsa Clean-up and Recovery Plan

* A comprehensive environmental assessment of the state to
address the main effects of hydrocarbon pollution.

* Develop and implement a multi-year plan drawing on best
practice.

* A highly tailored physical remediation programme for
polluted land and waterways.

* An environmental recovery programme, and a systematic

livelihood support programme.

2.A comprehensive Public Health Programme
* Immediate interventions to address urgent health risks such
as contaminated drinking water
* Comprehensive health screening

* FEstablishment of a long-term treatment system.

3.Bayelsa Recovery Agency
* FEstablish a specialist agency to manage the delivery of the
recovery programme.
* Draw on international experts and local staff
* Subject to regular international audits and assurance

* Operate to international standards of transparency

4-Bayelsa Recovery Fund
Establish a dedicated fund, mobilizing $12 billion over 12 years to
finance remediation and recovery. The fund should support:

* Environmental clean-up

* Public health interventions

e [.ivelihood restoration

5. Provide access to a new compensation mechanism
* A simplified grievance mechanism to secure compensation
payments
* Legal advice and support for those filing claims
e Structures to ensure the voice of affected individuals and

communities is heard

6.Legal and Regulatory Reform
* Amendment of the PIA to enshrine the concepts of ‘polluter
pays’ and ‘no fault liability’.
* Oil Producers should be fully responsible for pollution
regardless of third-party interference
* Extractive laws and statues should permit class action suits
* Introduce individual as well as corporate liability

* Fines and penalty on pollution to be significantly increased

7. Comprehensive Environmental and Health Assessment
* Soil, water and food sample should be tested to identify
contaminated sources.

® Priority should be given to testing wells and creeks

8. Livelihood Restoration and Economic Recovery

* Communities should be supported to develop alternative
sources of income

* Agriculture, agroforestry and aquaculture as regenerative
practices

. SUPP(}I‘ t recover y and restoration and the green recovery

9. Integrated Recovery Approach
Nothing short of reparations is what the Commission proposes.
Recovery must address:

¢ Environmental damage

e Human health

¢ Fconomic loss

10. Long-Term Implementation Strategy

A multi-year plan, phased implementation over time.
* FEmergency interventions
* Long-term treatment and monitoring

e Sustainable economic transition

Key Closing Line
* Damage must not just be repaired. Losses must be made good.

People must, if possible, be made whole.”

7.CONCLUSION
The Bayelsa Commission concluded that decades of oil extraction
have produced one of the most severe environmental crises in the
world. The report states that pollution in the Niger Delta has
transformed the region into “one of the most polluted places on
Earth.”
Despite generating billions of dollars in oil revenue, Bayelsa
communities face:

¢ FEnvironmental devastation

Public health risks

Economic hardship

Loss of biodiversity and livelihoods.

The Commission warns that without urgent action; the damage

could become irreversible.
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Striking Statistics
from the Report

1. Bayelsa Accounts for Over 25% of Nigeria’s O1l Pollution
Although the state has just about 1% of Nigeria’s population, it has
experienced more than 25% of all recorded o1l spill incidents 1in the

country.

2.3,508 O1l Spill Incidents Recorded in 14 Years
Between 2006 and 2020, Bayelsa recorded 3,508 o1l spills according
to regulatory and industry data. This equals an average of 234 oil

spills every year.

3.0ne O1l Spill Every 12 Hours for 14 Years
Based on spill frequency, the report estimates that Bayelsa
experienced roughly one o1l spill every 12 hours between 2006 and
2020. This demonstrates the continuous nature of pollution n the

state.

4 Nearly 110,000 Barrels of O1l Spilled in 14. Years
Between 2006 and 2020, at least 109,940 barrels of crude o1l were
spilled in Bayelsa. The commission believes this number is likely an

underestimation, as many spills go unreported.

5.2—-3.5 million Barrels of Oil Spilled Over Six Decades
The commission estimates that between 2 million and 3.5 million
barrels of o1l have been spilled in Bayelsa over the past 6o years. This
reflects the long-term cumulative impact of o1l operations in the

region.

6.Bayelsa’s Pollution Equals ro-15 Exxon Valdez Disasters
The report compares the total pollution volume in Bayelsa to the
Exxon Valdez o1l spill. It estimates that oil pollution in the region

may be 1o-15 times the scale of that disaster.

7.1.5 Barrels of O1l Spilled for Every Resident
When pollution 1s measured against the population, about 1.5 barrels

of o1l have been spilled for every person living in Bayelsa.

8.5ix Barrels Per Person in Some Areas
In Southern Ijaw Local Government Area, the report estimates that

o1l spill exposure may reach six barrels per resident.

9.14. million Cubic Metres of Gas Flared Daily
Gas flaring remains widespread in Bayelsa. The report estimates
that about 14 million cubic metres of gas are flared every day across

17 o1l and gas facilities in the state.

10.Air Pollution Exceeds WHO Limits by Ten Times
Air pollution in some communities affected by gas flaring exceeds

World Health Organisation safety standards by more than ten times.

11. Chromium in Water 1,000 Times Above Safe Levels
Testing revealed heavy metal contamination in groundwater. Chromium
concentrations were recorded at over 1,000 times WHO safety limits in

SOome areas.

12. Petroleum Hydrocarbons Up to One Million Times Safe Limits
In heavily polluted locations, Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon levels
exceeded safe limits by up to one million times. This indicates extremely

severe contamination.

13.40% of Mangrove Forests Lost
The Niger Delta once had the largest mangrove forest in Africa, but the
report estimates that up to 40% of mangroves have already been lost due
to pollution and o1l operations. Mangroves are critical for fish breeding

and coastal protection.

14.1.16,000 Infant Deaths Linked to Ol Spill Exposure
Research cited by the commussion estimates that o1l spill exposure may
have contributed to around 16,000 neonatal deaths in Nigeria in 2012

alone.

15.Life Expectancy in Bayelsa Around so Years
The report estimates that life expectancy in Bayelsa is about 5o years,
roughly four years below Nigeria’s national average. Environmental

pollution 1s believed to be a contributing factor.

16. Bayelsa Produces Billions in Oil Revenue
Oi1l produced in Bayelsa generates about $10 billion in annual
government revenue. Despite this wealth, many communities remain

extremely poor.

17.Pollution Threatens One of the World’s Largest Wetlands
The Niger Delta has the following;
e Africa’s largest wetland ecosystem
 The largest mangrove forest in Africa
¢ One of the three largest mangrove ecosystems in the world
Large portions of this ecosystem are located in Bayelsa and are now

heavily polluted.

18. Entire Fish Habitats Destroyed
O1l pollution has destroyed fish breeding habitats across numerous rivers

and creeks, contributing to the collapse of local fishing economues.

19.Food Security Severely Reduced in Polluted Communities
The report found that communities affected by o1l spills have
significantly higher rates of food insecurity due to the collapse of farming
and fishing livelihoods.

20.$12 Billion Needed for Environmental Restoration
To address the environmental disaster, the commission recommends
raising $12 billion over 12 years for environmental restoration, public

health interventions, and sustainable economic development.
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The Impact of
Oil Extraction
on Women's
Health in the
Niger Delta

Kebetkache Women

Development & Resource Centre




This research, led by Kebetkache Women Development & Resource
Centre, documents how over six decades of o1l extraction in the Niger
Delta, particularly in Otuabagi (Bayelsa State), where Nigeria’s first
commercial o1l well was drilled, have impacted women’s physical health,
reproductive systems, hivelihoods and wellbeing.

Most environmental studies in the region previously focused on general
population impacts, not gender-specific health outcomes. Women are
disproportionately exposed to environmental pollution due to their social
roles.

The report notes that although Otuabagi is the birthplace of Nigeria’s oil
industry, the community has received no development while suffering
severe environmental degradation.

The project focuses on communities exposed to chronic oil pollution, gas
flaring, contaminated water sources, and toxic air linked to o1l and gas
activities. Researchers point out that women are disproportionately
affected because of their social and economic roles (e.g., farming, fishing,

water collection, food processing), which bring them into direct contact

with polluted environments.

r.METHODOLOGY
Unlike many general environmental studies, this
investigation used:
e Medical blood sampling of women in impacted
areas
o Environmental testing of water sources
and focus

e Structured interviews

group
discussions with women

o Community consultations in rural Niger Delta
settlements

e Review of local health records and

environmental data.

The study particularly examined women living near

oil facihities and spill sites, where pollution

exposure 1s highest. Kebetkache synthesizes

qualitative testimonies (women’s lived experiences)

with scientific analyses of toxic exposure, aiming to

health

generalized ecological impacts.

show actual outcomes rather than
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.FINDINGS

a.Scope of Pollution Exposure

The report confirms that o1l exploration has severely
polluted the environment in many Niger Delta

communities.

Key environmental impacts include:
Contaminated rivers and creeks
Oil-polluted farmland

Gas flaring emissions

Toxic hydrocarbons in soil and water

Loss of fisheries and agricultural productivity.

Women are particularly exposed because they
depend heavily on natural resources for daily
survival. They fetch water, collect firewood, fish,
harvest periwinkles, and cultivate farmland; activities
that place them in direct contact with polluted
environments. In many cases, women must walk
through oil-contaminated swamps to carry out these

tasks.



2METHODOILOGY
Unlike many general environmental studies, this
investigation used:
* Medical blood sampling of women in impacted
areas
* Environmental testing of water sources
* Structured interviews and focus group discussions
with women
* Community consultations in rural Niger Delta
settlements
e Review of local health records and environmental

data.

The study particularly examined women living near oil
facilities and spill sites, where pollution exposure is
Kebetkache

testimonies (women’s lived experiences) with scientific

highest. synthesizes qualitative
analyses of toxic exposure, aiming to show actual
health outcomes rather than genera[ized ecological

impacts.

2. FINDINGS
a.Scope of Pollution Exposure
The report confirms that oil exploration has severely
polluted the environment in many Niger Delta
communities. Key environmental impacts include:
e Contaminated rivers and creeks

Oil-polluted farmland

Gas flaring emissions

Toxic hydrocarbons in soil and water

LLoss of fisheries and agricultural productivity.

Women are particularly exposed because they depend
heavily on natural resources for daily survival. They
fetch water, collect firewood, fish, harvest periwinkles,
and cultivate farmland; activities that place them in
direct contact with polluted environments. In many
cases, women must walk through oil-contaminated

swamps to carry out these tasks.

b.Toxic Chemical Exposure

The research found extensive contamination in
oil-impacted Niger Delta communities. A medical
analysis presented in the study revealed that:

* 15 out of 16 petroleum hydrocarbons tested were
detected in women’s blood samples, meaning
nearly all the chemicals linked to oil pollution were
present in participants’ bodies. This indicates
significant exposure to petroleum-related toxins

in everyday life.
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e All local water sources tested were acidic and unsafe
for consumption, containing contaminants like
(PAHs),

chemicals strongly linked to cancer and reproductive

Polycyclic  Aromatic ~ Hydrocarbons
harm.

* Women report symptoms such as coughing,
breathing difficulty, nasal discharge, and noisy
respiration, likely due to air pollution from gas

and  artisanal

flaring

refining near their

communities.

The presence of toxic hydrocarbons in blood samples
proves chronic exposure through contaminated drinking
water, food, air pollution from gas flaring, contact with
crude oil in rivers and wetlands, a direct consequence of

environmental degradation tied to oil operations.

Because many communities lack access to treated water,
women and children often rely on polluted rivers and
wells. This increases risks of:

¢ Gastrointestinal diseases

e Skin infections

* Long-term toxic exposure.
From the medical component of the study:
“All participating women had at least one Polycyclic
Aromatic Hydrocarbon (PAH) in their blood with the
concentrations far exceeding WHO and ATSDR

limits.”

PAHs and similar toxic hydrocarbons are associated
with:

* ‘DNA damage

* ‘Hormonal disruption

* -Carcinogenic effects

* ‘Immune system impairment
bodies  reflect

This confirms that women’s

environmental contamination from oil operations.

c.Reproductive Health Impacts

Medical professionals commenting on the research said:
“Over 56% of women studied showed reproductive
health challenges affecting fertility, including early
menopause, reduced reproductive capacity, delayed

conception, miscarriages, stillbirths and premature
births.”

These problems have been attributed to:
* ‘Hydrocarbon exposure through water and food
 Toxic air breathed over long periods
e ‘Stress and nutrition shortfalls stemming from

o

environmental degradation



Kebetkache in the report notes that exposure to oil pollutants can
lead to serious maternal and neonatal health problems. These
include:

* Low birth weight babies

e Birth defects

* Increased infant mortality

* Complications during pregnancy.

Women reported that during pregnancy they often experience
strong nausea and abnormal pregnancy symptoms, which they

attribute to the effects of environmental pollution.
f. Respiratory and Chronic Tllnesses

Women in oil-impacted communities also report:
* .Persistent coughing
® Chronic headaches
* Difficulty breathing
* Chronic fatigue
e Skin diseases
* Hypertension
e Diabetes

. Lung complications caused by toxic air.

Women report chronic respiratory problems that often go
untreated, due to inadequate local health facilities. These health
issues are attributed to air pollution from gas flaring and crude

exposure around oil fields and pipelines.

1.O1l pollution have caused severe fertility issues, women
experience early menopause, they are traumatized by family and
societal pressures.” - Emem Okon, Executive Director of

Kebetkache Women Development & Resource Centre.
Medical professionals noted:

i.“While the majority of women agree that oil exploration has
negatively affected their health, they are uncertain if companies
or government have built equipped hospitals for easy access to

healthcare.” - Dr. Bieye Briggs during report presentation.

g.Economic and Livelihood Impacts on Women

The report highlights the economic dimension of health risks.
Polluted land and water have reduced:

‘Crop yields

‘Fishing productivity

‘Income from farm produce

‘Availability of clean domestic water.

Women often traverse polluted swamps during agricultural or
fishing work, increasing their daily exposure to toxins.
Women also reported that tuber crops like yams and cassava
sometimes contain crude oil residues, reducing both
marketability and nutritional quality. The report emphasizes
that environmental degradation also produces economic
hardship for women. Women traditionally rely on

* Fishing

* Farming

* Harvesting seafood

* Small-scale trading of agricultural products.
Oil pollution has damaged these livelihoods by:

* Destroying fish habitats
* Reducing crop yields

* Contaminating farmland.

Women reported cases where cassava, yam, and plantain
harvested from farms contain traces of crude oil. As income

declines, poverty levels among women increase significantly.
h. Social Consequences for Women

Environmental degradation has also created social challenges.

The report notes that:

* Women often remain in polluted communities while men
migrate for work.
* Women therefore carry the burden of sustaining

households in damaged environments.

This situation increases:
* F.conomic vulnerab ility
* Household stress

¢ Gender inequality.

The report states that women in oi]-producing communities

bear a disproportionate share of environmental and economic

hardship.
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i.Gender Inequality in Oil Governance

* Another major finding is that women are excluded
from decision-making in the oil sector. Despite
experiencing the most severe impacts:

* Women are more affected by environmental harm than
men

* They are often excluded from decision-making in oil
governance or negotiating with oil companies.

* Compensation systems and development benefits
rarely prioritize women’s needs.

* Development benefits from oil operations rarely reach
them.

* This exclusion perpetuates poverty and restricts
women’s ability to cope with health challenges.

* The report argues that environmental justice in the
Niger Delta cannot be achieved without gender

inclusion.
J-Policy Findings and Broader Context

The report situates health impacts within structural

failures of governance:

* Ongoing gas flaring

* Aging infrastructure

* Lack of effective environmental regulation

* Absence of comprehensive health and environmental

audits

Women’s groups demanded that government and
companies stop divestment plans until ecosystem
restoration 1s conducted, a call echoed nationally in

environmental justice campaigns.

4+RECOMMENDATIONS
A.Environmental Restoration
* Cleanup of polluted land, water and air
* Restoration of ecosystems
* Polluters must take responsibility for restoring the
environment.
* Decommissioning of aged oil infrastructure
* No divestment should take place without full

€Cco SYSU:?ITI restoration.

B.Healthcare Interventions

Comprehensive health audits of oil-impacted communities
Free and accessible medical services for affected women and
children

Programs to monitor health and treat toxic exposures
Trauma support and mental health care related to
community stressors

Provision of facilities for diagnosis and treatment of

p{)l]uti()n-refated illnesses

C.Water and Sanitation Solutions

Government must ensure access to clean and safe drinking
water.

Immediate intervention in communities where water
sources are contaminated

Provision of water infrastructure for affected communities.

D.Recognition of Women’s Health Crisis

Oil pollution is affecting women’s reproductive health and
must be treated as a public health emergency.

Special attention should be given to reproductive health
challenges

Policies must address women-specific health impacts.

E.Inclusion of Women in Decision-Making

Women must be included 1n all decision-making processes
related to oil extraction and environmental governance.
Women should participate in policy formulation and
implementation

Recognition of women as key stakeholders in environmental
management

Inclusion in compensation and benefit-sharing systems.

F. Compensation and Justice

Affected women must be compensated for loss of livelihoods
and health impacts.

Justice must be provided for impacted communities.
Compensation mechanisms must be transparent and

accessible.
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G. Livelihood Support
e Alternative livelihoods must be provided for women
whose means of survival have been destroyed.
* Support for agriculture and fishing restoration

¢ Fconomic empowerment programmecs for women

H. Environmental and Health Audits
* Comprehensive environmental and health audits must
be carried out in impacted communities.
* Testing of water, soil and human exposure levels

. Regular monitoring and reporting of findings

1. Stop Harmful Oil Practices
* Gas flaring and other harmtul oil extraction practices
must be stopped.

¢ Strict enforcement of environmental regu] ations

J. Energy Transition and Rights-Based Approach
® There should be a just transition that protects the
rights and livelihoods of women in the Niger Delta.
* FEnergy policies must incorporate gender justice
¢ Communities must not be abandoned in transition
processes

* No divestment without ecosystem restoration.

K. Compensation and Justice
e Affected women must be compensated for loss of
livelihoods and health impacts.
* Justice must be provided for impacted communities.
* Compensation mechanisms must be transparent and

accessible

S P

- -

5. CONCLUSION

Oil extraction in the Niger Delta has produced a gender-specific
health crisis, deeply rooted in environmental degradation,
economic marginalization, and systemic exclusion of women
from decision-making. Women in oil-producing communities
experience:

* Significant toxic exposure

* High rates of reproductive illnesses

* Respiratory illness

* Fconomic insecurity

* Social marginalization

Without meaningful remediation, health interventions, and
inclusive energy governance, the long-term health and wellbeing
of Niger Delta women will likely deteriorate further.

~

Do you know
this water is
POLLUTED
and it is not

good for your

health!

We get
choice?
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S evern
Striking
Statistics

1. Oil pollution is affecting women’s health.

2.Water sources in the N iger Delta are contaminated with

hydrocarbons.

3.Concentrations of toxins in water exceeded

recommended safety limits.

4-Women are exposed to hydrocarbon pollution through

water, food and air.
5.All residents of Niger Delta have PAHs in their blood.

6.Miscarriages and stillbirths are link to hydrocarbon

pollution

7.Respiratory problems are link to hydrocarbon pollution

Photo credit: Kebetkache women development and resource center

-
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ANALY SIS

This analysis focuses on facts, statistics, patterns, and policy implications, with

Produced by

United Nations
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Programme

Bayelsa State O1l &
Environmental
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an evidence-based conclusion.

Focus

Environmental
pollution and socio-

economic conditions

Environmental
contamination due

to oil pollution

Eco-societal impact
of decades of oil
extraction

Gender-specific
health impacts of oil

po].lution

Geography

Entire Niger Delta

Ogoniland, Rivers
State

Bayelsa State

Otuabagi and
surrounding Niger
Delta communities

Time Span

1991-1997

2009—20II

assessment

Historical &
contemporary review

Field study




2. Scope and Methology

Compilation of oil

Remote sensing and GIS

mapping
Outputs

combined scientific
sampling with
on-ground community
input to map
environmental damage.

. edical blood tests
Medical blood test
Seudied the entire Niger spill records .
Delta regi : for toxic
elta region 70,000 km?) (NOSDRA
’ hydrocarbons
operators)
Ecological surveys (flora 780 soil boreholes ' Field venﬁ?atlon WaFer quality
fauna, biodiversity) and 142 across multiple testing (PAHs,
groundwater wells = communities acidity)
Demographic,
Hydrological and coastal 4,000+ ecological, Interviews and
studies environmental : focus groups
Soil and land use analysis economic and .
samples with women
health analyses
Health outcomes
23,000% . Historical and archival data comparcd to
Socio-economic assessments | COMMUNI on Nigerian oil spills
X WHO/ATSDR
consultations
thresholds
Data from local
communities and
internationally
accredited labs
UNEP’s approach It combined toxicological

This was both data-driven
and policy-oriented, linking
pollution trends with public
health and social effects.

analysis with lived
testimonies, showing
gendered health effects
that broader
environmental reports
often overlook
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3.COMPARISON MATRIX ACROSS THE FOUR KEY REPORTS

Environmental Condition

‘Water Contamination

“Environmental
degradation is widespread
in the Niger Delta.”

“Surface water and
groundwater are vulnerable

to contamination.”

“Pollution has penetrated

deeply into the soil,
groundwater and
sediments.”

“Drinking water is
contaminated with
hydrocarbons.”

“Benzene... over 9oo times

“Few places on Earth have
suffered more from oil
pollution than Bayelsa.”

“Water samples showed
high levels of hydrocarbons
and heavy metals.”

“Chromium... up to 1,000

“Oil pollution is affecting
women’s health.”

“Water sources tested were
contaminated with
hydrocarbons.”

“Concentrations exceeded

Extreme Toxicity - above the WHO times above WHO recommended safety
guideline.” guidelines.” limits.”
“Pollutants can easily oz ; s e
: Oil has migrated to the Oil spills... 3,508 incidents | “Exposure... through
Spread of Pollution spread through the 5 i 2
" groundwater. recorded. water, food and air.
system.
“M forests h
B D “Mangrove forests are “Mangrove forests have b angiovel 01]'esds ave 4
pEREtes under threat.” been severely impacted.” enex ensw:.- y & -
or destroyed.

Livelihood Tmpact

Human Exposure

Health Tmpact

Air Pollution / Gas Flaring

“Environmental
degradation has affected
livelihoods.”

“The people depend
heavily on natural
resources.”

“Fisheries have been
destroyed in many

communities.”

“Communities are
exposed... in air and
drinking water.”

“Serious threat to public
health.” (implicit in
findings)

“Communities are
exposed... in outdoor air.”

“Oil pollution is associated
with increased neonatal
mortality.”

“An additional 16,000
newborn babies died.”

“Gas flaring around 14
million cubic metres per
day.”

“Women are exposed
through water, food and

air.”

“All participants had PAHs
detected in their blood.”

“Miscarriages and
stillbirths were reported.”

“Respiratory problems
reported.”

Governance Failure

“Environmental
management is constrained
by lack of data.”

“There is no effective oil
spill clean-up in
Ogoniland.”

Scale of Crisis

“The environment is
extremely sensitive to
disturbance.”

“Restoration could take 25
to 30 years.”

“T'his can rightly be
described as environmental
genocide.”
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Theme

Environmental Remediation

4. RECOMMENDATIONS MATRIX

Niger Delta Environmental

Survey

“There is a need for an
integrated approach to
environmental

management.”

Environmental assessment

“Clean-up of contaminated

sites.”

FEnvironmental Genocide

“A comprehensive
remediation programme for
polluted land and

waterways.”

The impact of
womens health in Niger

Delta

“There must be immediate
clean-up of polluted land,

water and air.”

Water Provision

“F.mergency provision of

safe drinking water.”

“Interventions to address
contaminated drinking

water.”

“Government must ensure
access to clean and safe

drinking water.”

Health Response

“Health registries and
medical examination.”

“Comprehensive public
health programme.”

Health impact monitoring

“Women must have free
access to comprehensive

healthcare services.”

Institutions / Agencies

Stronger regulations.
“Institutional arrangements

should be strengthened.”

“Hstablishment of

Ogoniland Environmental
Restoration Authority.”

“Establish a specialist

agency”

Funding Mechanism

“Environmental Restoration
Fund, $1 billion initial

takeoft”

“Dedicated fund $12bn to
finance remediation and

recovery.”

E.cosystem restoration

before divestment

Legal / Accountability

“Enshrine ‘polluter pays’

and ‘no fault liability’.”

“Polluters must take

responsibility”

Community Role

“1 .ocal communities should
be involved”

“Cummnnity participation

in restoration.”

“Structures to ensure the
voice of affected

communities is heard.”

“Women must be included
in decision-making.”
Involve women in

governance & policy

Livelihood Restoration

“Natural resources should
be manﬂged on a sustainable

basis.”

“Livelihood restoration

progra mmes.”

“Systematic livelihood

support programme.”

“Alternative livelihoods must

be provided”

Monitoring & Data

“A comprehensive
environmental database

should be established.”

“Environmental monitoring

systems.”

“Environmental
assessment... testing of soil,

water and food.”

“Environmental and health

audits must be carried out.”

Energy/ Pollution Control

“Measures should be taken

to control pollution”

“Immediate measures to stop

ongoing pollution.”

“(as flaring must be

stopped.”

Long-term planning

25-30 years

12-year road map

Continued health tracking
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5. MOST POWERFUL LINES (ACROSS ALL REPORTS)

“Environmental ; ;
“Pollution has penetrated | “Environmental

Environmental Reality degradation i 2
widespread” deeply” genocide.

“Drinking ~ water  is | “Hydrocarbons and heavy | “Water ~ unsafe  for

Water Crisis : £
contaminated...” drinking.”

“Mangrove fovests are under ) ’
grove ‘16,000 newhorn babies | “PAHs  detected in...

Human Impact threat rom human | “Communities ave exposed...” | .
P % 7 died..” blood.”

activities.”

“No divestment without
ecosystem restoration.”

. ) _ “No effective oil spill clean- | “Nothing
RelicyRaflune/ Response Weak institutions up” reparations”

33



6. KEY FACTS & SHOCKING STATISTICS

Sites Contaminated

Thousands of sites

Houses, farms, water

200+ . :
statewide points
Boreholes / Wells 780 soil, 142 N ot enum(?rated; N/A
groundwater integrated in datasets
Environmental Samples | 4,000+ N/A Blood & water tested
W . T .
Pvinling Waser Dianisr I-?»er_nZene goox WHO phromlum 1,000x limit | PAHs 1n all water
Jimit 1n water sources
1.5 barrels per person
Pollution vs Population | N/A (Southern Ijaw: 6 Not applicable
barrels/person)
Maspsoretaes Sipmificait 40% mangrove loss N ot central but implied
across Niger Delta via ecosystem damage
Infant Death Risk Misjar sl concern 1'6,000 neoz?ata] deaths Mlscarnages, stillbirths
linked to spill exposure | linked
Gas Flaring High levels (ongoing 14M cubic metres/day Resplratolry symptoms
hazards) flared strongly linked
: . Hydrocarbons deep Hydrocarb_on? Seheawy Hydrocarbons present in
Soil Contaminants metals exceeding safe
underground limics blood
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7. MOST STRIKING FIGURES

Benzene goox above safe

drinking water standard

2,508 spills (2006-2020)

15 out of 16 hydrocarbons detected in blood

O1l contamination up to 5 m
underground

110,000+ barrels spilled in 14 yrs

All local water tested was contaminated and acidic

Long-term remediation needed
25-30 years

2-3.5 million barrels over 6o yrs

56%-+ women with reproductive health issues

Pollution level could be ro-15x Exxon Valdez spill

Link to miscarriages, stillbirths, infant mortality

Gas flaring at 17 facilities, -14M m’/day

56%+ women with reproductive health issues

Link to miscarriages, stillbirths, infant mortality
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A. Pollution Is Systemic, Long-Term, and Persistent.

All three reports show that o1l pollution 1s:

e Not occasional, but continuous & cumulative

» Found in water, soil, air, and biological samples

e Often hidden underground or in biological tissues (blood)
This proves pollution is not transient, it becomes part of

community health baselines.

B. Water Is Unsafe Everywhere

e Ogoniland: benzene contamination

 Bayelsa: heavy metals & hydrocarbons in groundwater

e Otuabagi women’s health study: PAHs in all water sources
Across different states and studies, there 1s no safe drinking water

in ()il—impacted communities.

C. Health Patterns Show Direct Exposure Effects

UNEP and Bayelsa reports warn of health risks (carcinogens,
toxic exposure)

Kebetkache’s study directly measures toxins in blood
Reproductive health and respiratory diseases are common
This is one of the strongest connecting threads: environmental

toxicity —> bodily harm.

D. Women Sufter Disproportionately

The Kebetkache report shows:
e Women bear daily exposure due to social and economic roles
* Theyaccess water, farmland, fish, and prepare food, all toxic
* Health impact includes reproductive harm

This adds a gendered layer that broader environmental

assessments highlight but rarely quantify.

E. Environmental Destruction Has Social and Economic Costs
All three reports show:

e Farms contaminated = Food insecurity

e Rivers polluted = Livelihoods lost (fishing/farming)

e Mangroves destroyed = Ecosystems unsustainable
This means oil pollution is not just environmental damage, it is

socioeconomic collapse.

From Shell’s NDES:

e Mangrove forests are under threat from human
activities.”

» Environmental degradation is widespread in the
Niger Delta.”

From UNEP:

o The contamination of drinking water with
benzene and other hydrocarbons 1s a serious
threat to public health.”

From Bayelsa Commission:

» Few places have suffered more from oil pollution
than Bayelsa.”

e What has occurred in Bayelsa can rightly be
described as environmental genocide.”

From Kebetkache Women’s Health Report:

e All participating women had at least one PAH in
their blood with concentrations far exceeding
WHO limits.”

These are not isolated statements, they illustrate the
same reality viewed from scientific, policy and

community health perspectives.




Comparison

Notes
on the World

Four Major
Pollution events

L Dieepwiter Hosizon | Baon Vildez Ol Spillt | Cherviobyl Nuglear: || = oo
Tdiceton 0il Spill (2010) (1980) Disaster (1986) Folution Goses-
I ocation: Gulf of Mexico. USA Prince William Sound, | Chernobyl (former Ogoniland, Niger
SR NS Alaska, USA USSR, now Ukraine) | Delta, Nigeria
Explosion of the Explosion of a nuclear | Decades of o1l

Oil tanker Fxxon

Cause: Deepwater Horizon oil reactor at Chernobyl exploration and spills
3 Valdez ran aground
rig operated by BP Nuclear Power Plant by Shell
Over 200
T.argest marine ol spill - . contaminated sites
. . g i .}‘J ~r1 million gallons of Worst nuclear disaster | | . .
Scale: in history (-4.9 million e Lo identified by United
: crude oil spilled in history S S
barrels)v ! Nations Environment
Programme
Massive destruction of | Massive radioactive Pollution of soil,
Severe damage to marine life (otters, contamination across groundwater, creeks,
Impact: birds, fish) Europe and mangroves

marine ecusys tems

Death of fish, birds,

and marine mammals

Long-term damage to
coastal ecosystems

Long-term health

effects (cancer,

radiation exposure)

Drinking water

contaminated (benzene
up to 9oox safe limits)

Coastal pollution Creation of a | Severe damage to farming
across several U.S. permanent  exclusion | and fishing livelihoods
states zone
( g Decades (residual oil | 39* years (still Bsti d
. ~To vears (ongoing . . istimated 25—70 vears
Cleanup Duration: RS \ongome still found years later) ongoing) %
monitoring)
Coastal ecosystem . . :
= Radiation  pollution, Along-temm, widespread
dama,ge, but P(J]lutl(_]n . e environmental crisis, not a single event
Mostly surface and hall d not oil; but similar to
. . was shallower and more ) : ; ; ;
_ . ocean PO]lutlon, ulll]ke ) Ogon]land in long_ Cumhmt_s dct_.-p soil pollution + water
Key Feature: R i localized than e ||| emmmingtion LR
Ogoniland’s deep soil ; term  environmental
Ogoniland Depth of Pollution: Up to 5 metres
g

contamination

and health impact

underground
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About HOMEF

Health of Mother Earth Foundation (HOMEEF) is an ecological think tank advocating
for socio-ecological justice and food sovereignty in Nigeria and Africa at large.
HOMEF recognises that the global crises have. systemic roots and the current
paradigm of development and growth based on competition will lead to the critical
destruction of biodiversity and continued destructive extraction of natural resources as
well as dependency on risky technologies.

HOMEF works on Fossil Politics and Hunger Politics using grassroots tools to build
and share knowledge through our kike platforms. Our ITkike platform has educational
spaces such as Community Dialogues, School of Ecology, sustain-Ability Academy,
conversations and Learning trom the Wise.

We also have a programme on Community and Culture through which we carry out
cultural production and wellness activities.

Visit us at https://homef.org
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